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Kona lives on but she was no Donna the Duck

I really thought Kona was a 
goner, and with good reason. 
I’ve been in Sun City Summer-
lin long enough to know the 

life expectancy of any small animal 
running loose around here can 
probably be measured in days, if not 
hours.

At the age of 14 and a half, Kona 
the cat wasn’t likely to beat the 
odds. She was chipped and had 
her owner’s phone number on her 
collar, but the coyotes who roam 
Sun City don’t really pay attention to 
such formalities.

So I gave a mini fist bump when 
the recent SCSCAI email blast an-
nouncing she was lost was followed 
just 20 minutes later by one saying 
she had been found. It was a small 
win for domestic animals in Sun City, 
but one to celebrate nonetheless.

We all love animals, of course, and 
for many that includes the coyotes 

as well as the 
Konas of the 
community. In 
a perfect world 
they would all 
coexist in har-
mony, though 
the laws of na-
ture are pretty 
strict about that 
not happening.

But when we hear of an animal in 
distress we get anxious. When we see 
an animal that has been injured or 
killed, we grieve just a bit because we 
know how defenseless they often are.

That’s why so many people were 
outraged recently when a video sur-
faced of a Las Vegas man throwing 
his dog in a dumpster and walking 
away. He was quickly arrested and 
it’s a good thing, because there are 
some who wouldn’t have minded 
seeing him tarred and feathered be-

fore thousands in the Costco park-
ing lot – or worse.

People don’t like it when you mess 
with animals. They take it personally.

I found that out just a few weeks 
into my career with The Associated 
Press in May 1981 when I got a call 
from Dart Anthony, the head of the 
local Humane Society, about a duck. 
Not just any duck, but a duck that 
was somehow still flying around 
even after being shot in the breast 
with an arrow.

Now Dart was a flamboyant guy 
who never met a camera or micro-
phone he didn’t like. He was putting 
together a plan to capture the duck, 
he told me, so the arrow could be 
taken out and the duck could return 
to doing whatever it is that ducks 
do. I was invited to tag along and 
chronicle the mission along with a 
pair of camera crews from local TV 
stations and any other media Dart 

could round up for the escapade.
The next night we gathered in dark-

ness near the pond on the 13th hole 
of the Sahara Country Club (now Las 
Vegas National) and got in position. 
The plan was for the duck, which 
we had named Donna, to swim near 
the edge at which time the TV crews 
would turn on their blinding lights. 
The idea was to momentarily stun 
Donna while Dart and another man 
jumped in and grabbed her.

The plan, of course, failed misera-
bly. Donna paddled away, then took 
off flying with the arrow still in her. 
All we were left with were two very 
wet would-be rescuers and some 
good TV footage.

I wrote about it for Sunday news-
papers across the country, who ate it 
up. Donna the Duck was suddenly a 
national celebrity and after another 

> See DAHLBERG, Page 4
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aborted attempt I wrote: Score it 
Duck 2, Rescuers 0.

A few days later Donna would 
finally be captured after being fed 
cracked corn laced with barbiturates. 
She was rushed to a local vet who 

took the arrow out and mended her 
for a few days. Then it was time to 
return her to the golf course pond 
where she lived.

Donna was the star in her return, 
but Dart put on the show. At the ap-
pointed time, two helicopters circled 
the course, the first landing with 
an advance party and the second 
carrying Dart with Donna wrapped 
in a towel in his arms. A red carpet 
was rolled out, and, after posing for 
pictures, Dart walked down it to the 
edge of the pond and let Donna go. 

It was all great fun at a time Las 
Vegas was reeling from hotel fires 
that killed nearly 100 people at the 
MGM Grand and Hilton hotels just 
months earlier. Vegas World opera-
tor Bob Stupak held a duck party 
offering Cold Duck champagne at 
25 cents a glass, and a homeowner 
listed his fairway home nearby as 
a Donna the Duck Special. A chil-
dren’s book was written about her.

More importantly to me, I got my 
first national bylines and a nice at-
taboy from our editors in New York.

________

My wife, who coincidentally is also 
named Donna, was out back recently 
when she noticed movement down 
the street, which she initially dis-
missed as a trash bag blowing in the 

end. Taking another look, though, 
and she could see it was a person 
struggling to get up at the bottom of 
their steep driveway.

He had fallen while getting the 
mail and couldn’t get up. It was clear 
to my wife even watching from a 
distance that he was in trouble.

She told me to go help and I 
jumped in my golf cart and headed 
down the street. By the time I got 
there a man in a pickup truck had 
already stopped and together we 
helped get the man up and then back 
up the driveway. He was shaken but 
insisted he was OK.

Now we didn’t do anything heroic. 
We simply helped like most anyone 
would in Sun City or anywhere else.

But something has bothered me 
since. My wife mentioned that 3-4 
cars passed by without stopping 
before we got there, and that got me 
wondering why.

The best I can come up with is they 
were drivers with such tunnel vision 
that they only saw the road, not the 
sidewalk. My mother drove like that 
so I know it’s a thing, even on a 25 
mph street.

I’m hoping that was the case.
________

You never know who you’re go-
ing to run into at a block party. In 

this case it was a DJ in Columbus, 
Ohio, broadcasting from down the 
street.

Derald Johnson is on our cover this 
month, but I probably wouldn’t have 
known about him unless my wife 
and I attended a block party with 
our neighbors on Button Willow. Not 
only did he seem like a nice guy, but a 
good cover.

We all have neighbors who Sun 
City residents would like to know 
more about and there were others 
at the party in addition to Derald. 
I tell people that everyone in Sun 
City has a story, and the only dif-
ference is that some are better than 
others.

I can only attend so many block 
parties, though. And I certainly 
don’t know all the 14,000 or so 
people that live in our great com-
munity.

So if you know someone with an 
interesting story, let me know. If you 
have one yourself, even better. 

Who knows, they could be in the 
next issue of SCS LIFE, the only 
independent publication that cares 
about what happens in Sun City 
Summerlin.

Tim Dahlberg is the publisher of SCS 
LIFE. He can be reached at timd@scslife.
net

Dahlberg
continued from Page 3

Desert Vista pickleball facility transformation underway
SCS LIFE

The transformation of the Desert 
Vista courts into a pickleball only 
facility is moving forward, despite 
grumbling from tennis players who 
will be losing two courts.

The final two tennis courts will 
be restriped and used as pickleball 
courts, giving the Pickleball Club up 
to 18 courts and total control of the 
courts that were originally built for 
tennis.

“Sun City needs more pickleball 
courts,” club president Suzanne Es-
ber told the CCOC meeting on April 
16. “Demand has exceeded capacity 

and our pickleball play continues to 
grow.”

Pickleball has been growing rapid-
ly in Sun City, with club membership 
at 310 members. A recent survey 
showed that an average of 60 play-
ers used the existing 10 courts daily, 
while the two tennis courts got only 
occasional play.

The Tennis Club has 127 current 
members, though president John 
Kraus cautioned against an apples-
to-apples comparison of the two 
sports. Kraus said tennis players 
are more likely to show up for their 
scheduled times and that they play 
three times as long as the average 

pickleball player.
“The Tennis Club appreciates the 

popularity of pickleball, however the 
popularity of tennis should not be 
underemphasized,” Kraus told com-
mittee members.

The battle over the final two ten-
nis courts at Desert Vista has been 
ongoing, with pickleball enthusiasts 
pushing for them to be converted to 
meet their growing demands. They 
noted that there are still 10 tennis 
courts to pick from, six at Mountain 
Shadows and four at Pinaccle.

Kraus said the tennis club is not 
opposed to pickleball being played 
on the Desert Vista courts but sug-

gested that the courts be double 
striped so they could still be used for 
tennis.

But Esber said the pickleball pro-
posal, which was recommended for 
approval by the committee and will go 
to the board of directors, means pick-
leball players won’t get shut out and 
will have a complex all to their own.

“Our proposal is simple, and that 
is that we believe the solution is to 
convert the two tennis courts which 
could become six to eight pickle-
ball courts,” she said. “That would 
provide a pickleball complex in the 
Desert Vista Community Center that 
could be continued to be upgraded.”

edahlbergmcin@gmail.com
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Former SCSCAI president 
baffled by dismissal 
from committees
By Tim Dahlberg
SCS LIFE

The immediate past president of 
Sun City Summerlin says he’s baf-
fled by his unceremonious removal 
last month from two key committees 
that he served on for several years.

John Berthelsen said he was in-
formed by SCSCAI attorneys on 
April 18 that he was being removed 
from positions on the Architectural 
Review Committee and the Hearings 
Committee for reasons that were not 
explained.

His removal came just two days af-
ter Berthelsen attended a meeting of 
the Architectural Review Committee 
(ARC) during which executive direc-
tor Mitzi Mills praised the returning 
committee members, of which he 
was one.

“All of a sudden I get an email from 
a lawyer saying I’ve been removed,” 
Berthelsen told SCS LIFE. “No ex-
planation, nobody calling or asking 
about anything.”

Berthelsen, who served a three 
year term on the Board of Directors 
and was board president in 2023-24, 
said he has asked Mills and current 
board members why he was dis-
missed. He said they either didn’t 
return his calls or would not tell him, 
citing the confidentiality of the closed 
door board executive sessions.

Berthelsen said understands pro-
tecting privacy but said it was absurd 
that he was not given any reason for 
his dismissal.

“I”m the affected party and you 
can’t tell me what it’s about?” he 
asked. 

Both Mills and SCSCAI Board 
President Jeff Rorick declined com-
ment to SCS LIFE, saying they could 
not discuss actions taken in closed 
executive board sessions.

Berthelsen attended his last ARC 
meeting April 16, where Mills wel-

comed him 
and other 
r e t u r n i n g 
m e m b e r s 
along with 
new mem-
bers and new 
c h a i r m a n 
Erik Braun.

“I’d like to 
take an op-
portunity to 

thank the re-
turning mem-

bers to the committee. I think it’s 
great when people want to return, 
especially to this committee,” Mills 
said. “This is an important commit-
tee. It’s the only committee named 
in the CC&R’s. All the others are 
named in the bylaws and appointed 
by the board.”

Berthelsen was also a member of 
the hearings committee, which acts 
on homeowner violations and other 
association matters.

In the four paragraph removal 
email sent by the Clarkson, McAlo-
nis & O’Connor firm, Berthelsen 
was told he was being removed from 
the two committees “and any other 
committee of the Association upon 
which you may currently serve.”

The notice mistakenly directed 
Berthelsen to return any committee 
materials by April 15, a date that had 
already passed.

Berthelsen, who has served on 
various committees and the board 
for about six years, lost his bid for 
re-election last year and a second bid 
earlier this year. His one-year tenure 
as board president was relatively 
uncontroversial, though he angered 
members of the Sun City Patrol by 
leading an ultimately successful ef-
fort to drop Security from their orga-
nization’s name.

John Berthelsen

> See REMOVAL, Page 15

softball champs!

Courtesy photo
The Blue Team emerged as champions of the American League following 
the playoffs for the 2024-25 season. (Back row L-R) Clayton Fejfar, Jared 
Neumeier, John McKeon, Perry Brownstein, Manager Freddie Cantrell, Ja-
vier Cortez. (Front row L-R) Bobby Stonemetz, Willie Barba, Team Mascot 
Lexi, Jim Schaefer, Gary Rose, Mark Walsh



SCS LIFE

commentary

Celebrating two great friends

Sherman R. 
Frederick
commentary

Page 6 | |  MAY 2025

Following the life advice of 
Yogi Berra, “Always go to 
other people’s funerals, other-
wise they won’t come to yours,” 

I jumped into the car at 4:30 a.m. in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, and drove to Las 
Vegas to attend the life celebrations of 
not one, but two, dear friends. 

Pulled into the parking lot of Grace 
in the Desert Episcopal Church just 
outside Sun City at 10 a.m. on the 
dot. The church was packed, as I 
knew it would be, with friends and 
family saying one last formal good-
bye to Paul Biddle.

Paul loved music. And, he could 
play. He moved 
to Las Vegas 
from New York 
back in the days 
when live music 
still thrived in 
the casinos and 
musicians could 
get all the work 
they wanted. 
For the last 30+ 
years on this 
planet, Paul gave that love in service 
of Grace in the Desert. 

After Paul’s affair, I hugged as 
many old friends as I could find to 
beat feet to a gathering at Carson 
Kitchen in downtown Las Vegas, 
where friends of Norm Clarke gath-
ered after his life celebration held at 
the Smith Center.

Norm, pictured above, was THE 
newspaper columnist for Las Vegas. 
(This picture was taken about 24 
hours before he met his last dead-
line. We should all look so good on 
our deathbed, don’t you think?)

While he worked at the Las Vegas 
Review-Journal, and I have a tan-
gential piece of that legacy as the 

guy who hired him 
from the Denver 
Post, he became 
synonymous with 
the town. 

In his time, Norm 
became associated 
with Las Vegas like 
Herb Caen was to 
San Francisco, Mike 
Royko to Chicago, 

and Jimmy Breslin to New York. 
While Las Vegas had entertain-

ment writers before Norm hit the 
scene, such as the wonderful Forrest 
Duke, Norm was a different cat. He 
knew what journalism was, and he 
worked hard at his craft.

He had a network of sources, from 
taxi drivers to cocktail waitresses to 
servers who fed him endless fodder 
for his reportorial consideration. He 
talked easily with casino owners and 
valet runners alike

But here’s an aspect of Norm’s 
place in journalism that doesn’t get 
enough recognition. Yes, he was 
a grounded, kick-ass Associated 
Press reporter applying those skills 
to a part of Las Vegas that the world 
wanted to read about, but he was 
also a kind human being. 

His reporter’s notebook contained 
tidbits about celebrities that, if ir-
responsibly reported, would serve 
only to humiliate. 

He once told me that he wasn’t 
interested in embarrassing people. 
He didn’t see the point. And, as his 
publisher, I was all for that. 

Look, I’m built to spar with politi-
cians pissed because a reporter told 
the truth in the morning edition. But 
fielding calls from beloved celebrities 
… well, I don’t know how effective I’d 
be at handling that. 

I remember once taking a call from 
Joey Bishop. He wanted to request that 
his newspaper be delivered to a certain 
spot. I thought, “OMG, I’m actually 
on the phone talking to Joey Effing 
Bishop.” I fell all over myself to accom-

> See FREDERICK, Page 7
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all dried up

SCS LIFE photo
The pond on the 17th hole at Highland Falls Golf Course was emptied after 
leaking millions of gallons of water in recent years. Soon, though, it will 
return to tormenting golfers. Sun City is rehabbing the pond, and one on 
No. 14 at Palm Valley, to prevent water loss. The project on Highland Falls 
will run $151,000 and involve pouring cement edges with a thick liner for 
the bottom of the pond, which was built with a clay liner. A similar proj-
ect was completed on the fifth hole at Palm Valley last year. A total of 32 
fish were relocated when the pond was drained at Highland Falls, mostly 
goldfish but a few carp.
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neon diary

doug puppel
neon diary

Keeping time: Rod Ouano 
takes a measured approach

Every time musician Rod 
Ouano loads up his bulky 
keyboard for another gig, 
he mutters, “This is the last 

time.” He knows that one of these 
days he’ll be right: Even an active 
78-year-old is still nearly 80.

Until then, expect him to be a 
fixture on the SCS entertainment 
circuit, playing and singing and 
charming his way through the in-
nocent pop rock era. “I know I’m 
fortunate to still be playing,” he said. 
“The crowd picks me up.”

Ouano learned saxophone and pia-
no in school, and the guitar and song-
writing in Vietnam. After arriving in 
the country with the Army Corps of 
Engineers, he found a guitar and note 
in his bunk, encouraging him to learn 
to play and to leave it behind for the 
next person. He did both.

He boasts a resume that’s far 
from one note, including being the 
golden-piped DJ Rod Holiday on 
Seattle airwaves and a decade work-
ing at Boeing. Showbiz was always 
close by, with Quano playing in local 
bands and working as a movie extra.

His love of performing came with 
him and his wife, Gloria, when they 
moved to SCS in 2016. For a large 
portion of that time, he was back-
ground pianist at the Summit.

Ouano said he’s slowed down “a lit-
tle,” but says Sun City deserves credit 
for his high spirits. “This community 
keeps you young,” he said. “You meet 
so many accomplished people.”

Upcoming opportunities to see 

Ouano include his 
playing host at the 
“Song Quiz Nite” 
on May 19 at the 
Summit. It prom-
ises “exciting music 
trivia, lively sing-
alongs, and plenty 
of Aloha spirit!”

On May 25, Rod 
Ouano & Friends performs at 5 p.m. 
outside at the Desert Vista Com-
munity Center, part of Music in the 
Park. The concert series also has 
shows there at 5 p.m. on May 18 and 
at 6 p.m. on June 1 and June 8.

Good taste: Following the suc-
cess of the April wine tasting at 
Tavern at the Falls, expect a similar 
event there in August. If it will be a 
salute to beer or whiskey is TBD.

Masterpieces & Money: Recent 
Wall Street gyrations might leave 
one craving the tranquility of an art 
museum — or looking for a better 
investment strategy. Why not both? 
On May 17 at 11:30 a.m., the Rita 
Deanin Abbey Art Museum near 
Grand Canyon Drive and Ann Road 
is hosting the “Women’s Financial 
Literacy Empowerment” seminar by 
Beth Burns, a financial author and 
speaker. Attendees are also invited to 
enjoy the museum filled with Abbey’s 
works. More information and tickets 
at ritadeaninabbeymuseum.org

Doug Puppel is a writer and model in Las 
Vegas who is always looking for good sto-
ries. Reach him Doug@DougPuppel.com.
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modate his small delivery request. 
Verbally wrestling with Harry 

Reid was one thing, but mixing it 
up with an agitated Cher or Tony 

Bennett? Oh man, Norm, thanks for 
sparing me that. 

As I drove the road back home 
— the sun setting over the strange 
highway town of Wickieup — I gave 
thanks for knowing Norm and Paul.

(You can read from Sherman Frederick at 
shermanfrederick.substack.com)

Frederick
continued from Page 6
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Longtime radio personality broadcasts Ohio 
afternoon drive show from Sun City home
By Jenny Scheid
SCS LIFE

You might recognize 
Derald Johnson’s voice if 
you’ve lived in the central 
or southern United States. 
For the past 48 years, he’s 
been on the air almost every 
weekday, improving ratings 
for radio stations stretched 
across Nebraska, Ohio, Ari-
zona, Florida and Texas.

Although Johnson re-
tired in 2021, he’s back on 
the air at 103.9 The Maver-
ick (WJKR ) in Columbus, 
Ohio — only this time he’s 
broadcasting from his home 
in Sun City Summerlin. Go-
ing by Woody Johnson, he 
hosts the PM drive show (3-7 
p.m. Ohio time) on the clas-
sic country radio station.

Johnson’s studio is in his 
bedroom while he and his 
wife, Ressa, renovate their 
home on Button Willow. 
He’s got a special high-speed 
internet connection that 
sends his voice and any in-
terviews or voice drops he 
uses so that the average lis-
tener in Columbus would 
never know he is not broad-
casting from the station it-
self.

“I don’t deceive them,” he 
said. “I’m honest if they ask, 
but I rarely allude to broad-
casting from Las Vegas.”

The setup works because 
Johnson understands what 
works after spending a life-
time in radio.

He remembers lying in 
bed in the small farm town 
of Osceola, Nebraska, popu-
lation 890 (give or take) and 
listening to baseball games 

on the radio on warm sum-
mer nights, searching the 
dial for radio stations far 
away that he might find. 
The Kansas City Royals 
were Johnson’s favorite 
team, and he would listen to 
the games being broadcast 
on KMBZ in Kansas City 
while holding his radio per-
pendicular to the floor for 
better reception. 

He gained a fondness 
for Top 40 rock ‘n’ roll by 
listening to WLS in Chi-
cago before getting his first 
actual paid radio job as a 
16-year-old pulling albums 
for Joseph “Big Joe” Siedlik, 

an icon in the polka indus-
try.

“The station was so small, 
they played the ‘Big Joe 
Polka Show’ on Sundays,” 
Johnson recalled. “They did 
spiritual music in the morn-
ing, country in the afternoon 
and rock at night. They were 
like a charcuterie of for-
mats.”

He moved on to KTTT 
while still in high school, 
and soon a career was born.

“I was doing everything 
from farm markets to obit-
uaries on K triple T in Co-
lumbus, Nebraska,” he said. 
“We did precipitation re-

ports for the farmers, and, I 
mean, they listened to it. It 
was their life.”

After graduating from 
Wayne State College in 
northeast Nebraska, he 
went to KSYZ in Grand Is-
land, Nebraska, and began 
to attract attention.

“I got a call from a consul-
tant in January of ’88 and he 
goes, ‘Hey, man, I just heard 
you. I love your sound. I’d 
like to put you on a station 
for a client of mine in Merid-
ian, Mississippi.’ I said, ‘Lis-
ten, I’m extremely flattered, 
and I would be interested 
in talking to you, but I ain’t 

moving to Meridian, Missis-
sippi.’”

A week later, the consul-
tant called to see if he was 
interested in going to Mont-
gomery, Alabama. “Margin-
ally better than Meridian, 
Mississippi, but that is a 
hard no,” Johnson told him.

“So now it’s January 15. I 
remember the day in 1988. 
I was in Grand Island, Ne-
braska, a huge, powerful, 
100,000-watt station called 
The Great 108. I was a pro-
gram director, and he said, 
‘Derald, how would you feel 
about Cocoa Beach, Flori-
da?’”

The temperature in Grand 
Island was 15 degrees be-
low zero. Warmer weather 
appealed to him at that mo-
ment, so he took the job at 
WLRQ and moved to Flor-
ida, where he stayed for a 
little over four years. It was 
a fortuitous move as he met 
Ressa there.

In 1992, he was recruited 
to be the morning host at 
WRVF in Columbus, Ohio, 
only to leave when they 
wanted him to move to after-
noons.

“I guess it was my ego that 
didn’t want to do afternoons, 
but I took the first morning 
gig I could find,” he said. 
And that was FWFM in 
Tucson, Arizona. 

As it turned out, his time 
in Tucson was short, but he 
gained a new moniker.

“Someone at the sta-
tion said, ‘Derald Johnson 
sounds like a divorce attor-
ney. We’re going to make 

Photo by Jeff Scheid/SCS LIFE
Derald Johnson and his wife Ressa from Johnson’s home studio in his Sun City bedroom. 
Derald has been on the air in several U.S. cities in his 48 year career, and currently hosts 
the PM drive show for a country music station in Columbus, Ohio.

> See JOHNSON, Page 9
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A congregation of people from a diversity of 
backgrounds and professions, coming together 
to exercise ministry as a church family. Our church
is a living, growing organization with its members
constantly changing. 

If you are looking for a place where you can make
friendships with others who want their lives to
count, while investing yourself in eternal things,
and if you are looking for a place where you are
significant, where you are loved, where you can
grow, where your talents and abilities can be put
to work for Jesus, then Welcome to Sun City 
Community Church. 

It is our desire and purpose to reach the hearts 
of people in our community, bringing fresh hope,
encouragement, and joy through Biblical preaching
and teaching for continued spiritual growth.

Pastor Dan Newburn

Sunday
Bible Study 9:45 a.m. 

Worship 11 a.m. 

Tuesday
Prayer Meeting 1 p.m. 
Bible Study 1:30 p.m. 

Friday
Ladies Bible Study 10 a.m.

8560 Del Webb Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89134  |  702-255-7729

Sun City Community Church

We want the REST of your life to be the BEST of your life!

702-242-0271
paradisebuilderslasvegas.com
License #57236 C-14, #63022 C-5. Bonded & insured.

Paradise BuildersParadise Builders

Patio Covers
Freestanding Pergolas

Concrete Slabs
Decorative Concrete

Pavers
Metalwork

Landscaping

Paradise Awaits! Call

you Woody Ford and we’re going to 
get you a ’57 Ford Woody to truck 
around in. I said, ‘That is awesome!’ 
I’m not married to my name. As a 
matter of fact, I don’t even like my 
name.”

He continued, “I was Woody Ford 
for about six weeks when Omaha 
called.”

He and Ressa had just gotten all of 
their belongings unpacked when he 
was offered a job from one of the sta-
tions he grew up listening to, WOW 
in Omaha, Nebraska. The couple 
moved to Omaha in October 1996, 
and the station’s market went from 
sixth place to first in less than a year. 
But his wife was tired of dealing with 
winters.

So he was off to do afternoons in 
San Antonio for three years before he 
got a call from WCOL in Columbus.

“They said, ‘Do you realize that 
you’re still showing up in market re-
search as the second most popular 
radio personality in Columbus?’ So 
they offered me a job, and I went back 
to Columbus with a significant raise,” 
he said.

But then, Johnson made a detour. 
A weight loss company, Body Solu-
tions, was using radio personalities 
to promote their product.

“I lost 38 pounds on it. It worked. I 
told my story,” Johnson said.

His ads were gaining attention, and 
the company wanted to hire him to 
do marketing for them.

He was told, “We want you to teach 
radio personalities not to read a 
script but to talk without a script like 
you do.”

With an offer to double his sal-
ary, Johnson couldn’t say no. But the 
dream job only lasted 14 months.

“For the first six to nine months, 
we were printing money down there. 
Things were going great,” Johnson 
said. “And then the guy got greedy. 
We didn’t know, but he changed the 
formula so it didn’t match what was 
in the bottle.”

The FTC got involved, and there 
was a class action lawsuit. The owner 
of Body Solutions was convicted and 
sentenced to 18 months in federal 
prison.

For the first time in his life, Johnson 
was unemployed. Fortunately, he got 
a call-back from WCOL, his former 
station in Columbus, Ohio, where he 
stayed 20 years before retiring to Sun 
City.

The couple had traveled to Las Ve-
gas many times, and the dry heat gave 
Ressa Johnson’s joints relief from her 
rheumatoid arthritis.

The pair had planned to retire at 
the end of 2021, but their house in 
Columbus sold so quickly it forced 
them to move early. To fulfill his con-
tract, Johnson spent that final year 
broadcasting from his home in Las 
Vegas.

“It damn near killed me,” he said. 
“Those hours were brutal. I was up at 
midnight harvesting audio. I would 
go on air at 5:30.”

But once retired, Johnson had a 
hard time filling the hours. 

When he was working as a radio 
personality at a highly rated station, 
Johnson was always busy during his 
off hours.

“When you’re off, you’re going 
somewhere. You’re going to events,” 
he said. “So, I didn’t really allow 
myself time for hobbies other than 
sports gambling and fantasy sports; 
those are my two hobbies.”

When longtime friends called 
about working for a family-owned 
station in Columbus, Ohio, he gave it 
some thought.

He talked to Ressa, and she said, 
“Look, you’re bored out of your mind. 
You know you still have game.”

“So that’s what brought me out 
of retirement last July ’24, and I’m 
under contract until July 14th,” said 
Johnson. “And I’m being kindly 
urged by my better half to consider 
going back to what I do best, which 
is nothing.”

He explained, “Right now, the low-
fuel light is on. I think July might be it 
for me, and I’m just going to rededi-
cate myself to bad golf. I know I can 
play bad golf.”

Johnson
continued from Page 8
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20 Years Ago: SCS Homeowners sue over water screen
SCS LIFE

• Some 1,400 Sun City 
Summerlin homeowners 
have filed the largest con-
struction defect lawsuit in 
Nevada history. The resi-
dents complain that Del 
Webb Corp. failed to install 
metal strips to contain water 
in pipes leading into homes. 
The homeowners want $70 
million in damages and the 
inclusion of all 7,781 home-
owners in a class action suit 
to repair the issue. Del Webb 
has denied responsibility, 
saying there is no problem 
with water leaks in the com-
munity. At issue are weep 
screeds, pieces of metal in-
stalled at the bottom of stuc-
co walls to keep water from 
entering homes.

• Sheriff Bill Young is cred-
iting the Sun City Patrol for 
helping keep crime low in 
the Sun City Summerlin 
community. The patrol con-
sists of about 220 men and 
women who work shifts 
around the clock to keep the 
community safe. They are 
described as the “eyes” of the 
community.

• A 1,533 square foot home 
on Trenton Place with city 
views was listed for $324,788.

35 YEARS AGO
• Del Webb shareholders 

gathered at the new commu-
nity center in Sun City Sum-
merlin for the company’s 
annual meeting, where they 
turned down a plan to adopt 
a “poison pill” to block any 
unwanted takeover attempts. 
The shareholders were most-
ly in a positive frame of mind 
after the company, which has 
had heavy losses in recent 
years, reported a profit of $7.6 
million for 1989. The profit 

was mostly due to the open-
ing of Sun City Summerlin, 
the first 55-plus community 
in Las Vegas.

• The first wave of resi-
dents in Sun City Summer-
lin say they were attracted 
by the community’s recre-
ational activities They told 
the Review-Journal that the 
six tennis courts, large out-
door pool and golf course 
were the main draws in buy-
ing homes in the new 55-
plus community.

• A 2-bedroom, 2-bath 
home was listed for rent for 
$700 a month.

30 YEARS AGO
• Sun City Summerlin now 

has 8,500 residents and is 
projecting that 14,000 people 
will live here when the com-
munity is finished building 
in a few years. Amenities in-
clude three golf courses, two 
restaurants and four com-
munity centers.

• A publication has named 
Las Vegas as the top spot in 
the country for the nation’s 
retirees. The book, “Retire-
ment Places Rated,” sur-
veyed 183 locales and rated 
Las Vegas as the best based 
on a number of different 
categories, including afford-
ability, climate, entertain-
ment and taxes. Sun City 
Summerlin is the largest 55-
plus community in the city, 
and gained special honors 
for homes sold.

• An 1,195 foot Weston 
model was listed for sale at 
$134,500

25 YEARS AGO
• Three years after its 

founding, Sun City Charities 
Inc. fielded more than 400 
requests for transportation 
and referral services. The 

nonprofit was founded by 
developer Del Webb Corp. to 
link elderly residents need-
ing help to the proper ser-
vices with a goal of restoring 
independence and solving 
problems. There are 12 vol-
unteers in the group, which 
is looking for more people to 
volunteer to cope with an ex-
pected surge in demand.

• Sun City Summerlin is 
looking for cooks for a full 
time position at the Summit 
restaurant. Benefits include 
free golf and a 401k plan.

• A 2,100 foot square foot 
Sherwood model on the golf 
course with city views was 
listed for sale at $350,000

15 YEARS AGO
• The Board of Directors 

approved a $13.2 million 
budget for the fiscal year 
2010-11, with a $48 increase 
in HOA fees for the year. 
The 4.3 percent fee hike will 
bring to $1,176 for the year, or 
$98 a month. Also approved 
was an increase of $12 in the 
New Owner Reserve As-
sessment fee (NORA) to a 
total of $1,249. Meanwhile, 
several residents spoke be-
fore the board against a pro-
posal to spend $536,000 for 
200 new golf carts for Sun 
City’s three golf courses.

• A compilation of hu-
mor used in sermons by the 
Rabbi Hershel Brooks has 
been put out in book form. 
Robert Mirisch, a retired at-
torney who is credited with 
the book idea and compiled 
the material, said the book 
is a “fun read, like reading 
a joke book.” Mirisch said 
he was inspired to put it to-
gether by his enjoyment of 
the sermons by Brooks, who 
is the rabbi emeritus of Bet 
Knesset Bamidbar in Sun 

City Summerlin and meets 
at the Desert Vista Commu-
nity Center.

• A 2-bedroom, 2-bath 
townhome on the golf 
course was listed for sale at 
$179,000.

10 YEARS AGO
• Golf Summerlin is part-

nering with the Sun City 
Summerlin Men’s Golf Club 
for a two-day charity tour-
nament to benefit Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 
of Greater Las Vegas. The 
tournament at Palm Val-
ley and Highland Falls golf 
courses will be for golfers of 
all ages and skill levels, with 
all net proceeds going to the 
charity.

• Republican presidential 
contender Jeb Bush said he 
would have invaded Iraq 
just as his brother, former 
president George Bush, did. 
Bush made the comments 
during a campaign stop at 
the Mt. Shadows Commu-
nity Center.

• A Westminster model 
with 180-degree views of 
the city, golf course and sur-
rounding mountains was 
listed at $745,000

5 YEARS AGO
• Board members got an 

earful from residents op-
posed to allowing a 14-year-
old to live in the community. 
A Sun City homeowner had 
asked to be able to rent her 
home to relatives, who were 
both over 55, but that the 
14-year-old boy would be liv-
ing with them. Board mem-
bers unanimously denied 
a variance, saying the com-
munity isn’t set up for teen-
agers. Meanwhile, the Tav-
ern at the Falls restaurant 
reopened after being shut 

down for COVID-19, and the 
Sun City Security Patrol be-
gan operating again as Sun 
City tried to adapt to the vi-
rus protocols. 

• Sun City Summerlin 
resident Bob Altomondo is 
inviting the community to 
gather in front of his home 
on Memorial Day to listen to 
him play taps on his trum-
pet. Altomondo, who has 
played the trumpet since 
he was a kid growing up in 
Cleveland, said the perfor-
mance will be to entertain 
his neighbors and honor 
veterans. 

3 YEARS AGO
• “Code Brown” will re-

main a warning to those 
using Sun City swimming 
pools. The Board of Direc-
tors unanimously rejected a 
motion by the Fitness Com-
mittee to retire the phrase 
used when someone def-
ecates in a pool, suggesting 
it just be noted the pool is 
closed for maintenance and 
cleaning. The board also ap-
proved putting signs in pool 
areas warning people they 
are on camera as a way to cut 
down on incidents.

1 YEAR AGO
• The Board of Directors 

approved spending $25,000 
for design plans to move 
forward with a proposed 
gambling area at the Tav-
ern at the Falls restaurant. 
The contract with SCA De-
sign is part of a plan to put 
gambling machines in the 
restaurant at the Highland 
Falls Golf Course. As part 
of the plan, the south-facing 
portion of the restaurant will 
house 15 machines that will 
bring in monthly income to 
the community association.

look back



ARE YOU READY TO SAFEGUARD
YOUR RETIREMENT?

ARE YOU READY TO SAFEGUARD
YOUR RETIREMENT?

Learn how to create income that...

4 You can’t outlive
4 That’s tax advantaged
4 And protected from risk

With Golden Years Financial, you can relax
and enjoy your retirement with confidence,
knowing your financial future is well 
planned.

Schedule a consultation today!

Mark Cordner
Chartered Retirement 

Planning Counselor

Serving Southern Nevada

702-258-4455
GYFinancial.com

7201 W. Lake Mead Blvd., Ste. 120, Las Vegas NV 89128

702-258-4455
GYFinancial.com

7201 W. Lake Mead Blvd., Ste. 120, Las Vegas NV 89128

Investment advisory services offered through Investment Advisor Representatives of Golden Years Financial, LLC.  Insurance services
offered through Cordner Financial Services, Inc., dba Golden Years Insurance Services.   Golden Years Financial, LLC and Golden
Years Insurance Services are independent entities and do not provide legal or tax advice. Be sure to consult with your own legal and
tax advisors before taking any action that may have tax implications.

PEST CONTROL DESIGNED 
FOR YOUR SKYE CANYON 
HOME OR BUSINESS

Call or Text for Pricing

702-827-4752
Termite Inspections . Pigeons . Scorpions . Cockroaches . Ants . Crickets . Bed Bugs . Silverfish . Rats & Mice

$50 OFF
First Service

Mention: Skye Canyon
Ends 4/30/25

Pick your Plan:
        Bi-Monthly   (Every 2 months)

        Quarterly      (Every 3 months)

Both include full exterior treatment, 
property perimeter and Interior
treatment if requested.

Year Round Pest Protection to Keep Your Home Bug Free

Call or Text: 702-510-4691
ChampionCarpetCleaninglv.com

Scan to Learn More! After AfterBeforeBefore

Our Services Include:
4 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning      4 Mattress Cleaning
4 Tile & Grout Cleaning                      4 New Carpet Installation
4 Pet Treatment                                    4 House Cleaning
4 Carpet Stretching & Repair            

Transforming Spaces with Exceptional Clean!

15% OFF
Any Cleaning

Service 
First time clients.



UNBEATABLE VALUE, FAST AND FRIENDLY SERVICE!
CALL OR SCAN TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

FREE ESTIMATES
702-930-5515

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
$500 OFF
Garage Door +

Motor Combo OR
$300 Off Garage

Door Only

$49
LUBE, TUNE
INSPECTION

Trip Charge Included

$99 OFF
Any Repair

Limited Time 
Offer

SU
N CITY

LIC #0087802
Family Owned & Operated

OPEN WEEKENDS
Office Hours: 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. Daily

REMOTE $45
PLUS SERVICE CALL

Gold Medal
S E R V I C E

Spring into Savings!Spring into Savings!
Gold Medal Service Spring Tune-Up Special:

702-489-2100
GoldMedalAir.com

Keep your system running 
efficiently. Prevent break-
downs, lower your energy
bills and maximize cooling
performance. Get ahead of
the heat and reserve your 
appointment today!

Get your AC ready for the summer heat! 
This includes: 

4 Full Cooling System Inspection
4 Condenser Coil Rinse (No chemicals)$99

Expires 5/31/2025



Golden Heart is Las Vegas’ premier non-medical home care 
agency. We provide exceptional care with compassionate 
caregivers that exceed your expectations. Our caregivers 
provide in-home personal care to service your various needs. 
Please call 702-800-4616 for a free consultation.

weprovidegoldencare.com
9320 Sun City Blvd, Suite #103, Las Vegas  |  702-800-4616

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Dementia care, 24/7 care, companionship, transportation, 

medication reminders, meal prep, 
incontinence care, assist with bathing & dressing

and much more. 
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Beware these Sun City sins!
By John Wood
SCS LIFE

I was going to write about the 
issue that everyone’s talking about: 
tariffs. I don’t understand all the 
fuss because my 1954 encyclopedia 
says “tar-IFF” is the sound wart-
hogs make when they’re in heat. 
So, I chose instead to write about a 
much more serious subject: crime in 
SCS! 

Each month the Las Vegas Metro-
politan Police Department reveals 
the crimes that occur here. They’ve 
included assault, blackmail, bur-
glary, counterfeiting, drugs, extor-
tion, forgery, fraud, identity theft, 
larceny, property damage, robbery, 
shoplifting, theft, and vandalism, 
which coincidentally are all the cur-
rent job openings in Nigeria. 

I, however, have compiled several 
other offenses that occur here each 
month that the police don’t consider 
crimes. But they should be!

Time’s Up. Inviting friends to 
your dinner party that starts at 6:00. 
Hello? Older people tend to eat at 
4:00 and are asleep by 8:00. Messing 
with our antique biological clocks 
could result in a legion of cranky 
Walking Dead in embarrassing 
pajamas swarming the community’s 
clubhouses in the middle of the 
night wondering why they’re locked 
up.

Wine Not? Not bringing wine or 
an appetizer to a party. Or worse, 
bringing a half-full bottle of wine 
or a partially eaten dessert. Confes-
sion: It’s possible I may have done 
one or more of these transgressions 
recently at my friends’ parties. But 
they always let it ride because they 
know I have the IQ of a leech. 

Flakiness. Arriving fashionably 
late to a party by forty minutes 
or arriving early by any length of 
time. If you arrive forty minutes 
late, everyone will wonder, then 
worry, what happened to you, so 
you’d better have a good excuse. If 
you’ve done this before, however, 
they will spend those forty min-

utes discussing 
everything about 
you that annoys 
them. Thus, when 
you finally arrive, 
your presence will 
trigger the same 
reaction as a dead 
goose plopping out 
of the chimney. As 

for arriving early, you most likely 
will be “welcomed” by wide-eyed, 
panicked, half-dressed hosts run-
ning around making last-minute 
clean-ups. Don’t expect another 
invitation.

Checkmate. Writing a check at a 
store with long lines at each check-
out counter. C’mon, people. Lines 
at stores are long enough without 
you suddenly whipping out your 
checkbook, realizing that you forgot 
to bring a pen, filling out the check 
improperly, having to redo it, etc. 
Shoppers want no delays during 
the checkout process, but not just 
for convenience. Did you know that 
long wait lines can also trigger a rare 
disorder among older people called 
sleep-standing? On August 14, 2022, 
one unfortunate Scowhegan, Maine, 
shopper who was stuck in a long 
DMV line sleep-stood for six hours 
and twenty-three minutes, eclips-
ing the previous record held by Joe 
Biden. 

Beyond Recall. People with short-
term memory loss who fill their cal-
endars with activities. What could 
possibly go wrong? Knock-Knock. 
You: “Oh…hi Bob (long pause). 
What brings you to our neck of the 
woods?” Bob: “Uh, your party’s 
tonight, right?” You: “Um, that was 
last night, Bob.” Bob: I’m so sorry. 
I’ve had short-term memory loss 
for as long as I can remember. But I 
don’t let it get me down. Although I 
have short-term memory loss, I’m 
grateful that I don’t have short-term 
memory loss.”

SCS resident John Wood is the author of 
Dispatches from Paradise: Two Years in the 
Land of Smiles

john wood
humor

FB  suiteonesummerlin
IG @suiteonelv

A full service salon
COLOR, CUTS, PERMS, FACIALS, WAXING

We love walk ins!

702-933-0576
9931 W Charleston Blvd, Las Vegas

25% 
OFF 

hair products

with this ad.

Berthelsen said the only possible 
reason he could think of for his re-
moval was that he was part of an 
email chain involving a proposal that 
would tighten enforcement of com-
munity standards. He said he had 
little involvement in the proposal but 
was chastised in an email for it by 
Mills for not following proper proce-
dures..

“Even if that were the case there’s 
no due process here,” he said. “The 
normal process if someone has vio-

lated rules and regulations you’re 
called to a hearing and given time to 
present your side of the case. You get 
your day in court, so to speak. But 
this was a summary action. Not only 
that, they had to pay a lawyer to gen-
erate a letter. You couldn’t just call 
and tell me?”

In the end Berthelsen says he’s 
frustrated and believes his reputa-
tion is being unfairly impugned..

“I haven’t gotten a lot of sleep the 
past couple weeks,” he said. “It’s a 
huge slap in the face to me and I ex-
pressed that to Mitzi and a couple 
board members. After all I’ve done 
for this community, this is the way 
I’ve been treated.”

Removal
continued from Page 5

New email

Editor Eric Dahlberg has a new email. 

Please reach him at: edahlbergmcin@gmail.com
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toni king
health

APRIL CRIME REPORT
A look at April crime in Sun City Summerlin, 
as reported by the Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Department. 

SOURCE: LVMPD Open Data Portal

BURGLARY
4-20           12:57 p.m.  10000 Block Heyfield Drive
4-25           2:00 a.m.     8500 Block Del Webb Blvd.

FRAUD
4-21           7:55 a.m.     3000 Block Sungold Drive
4-24           9:29 a.m.     9300 Block January Drive

LARCENY
4-27           4:35 a.m.     9200 Block Del Webb Blvd.

THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE
4-23           4:14 a.m.     8900 Block Evening Star Drive

your health

Does Amazon’s ‘RxPass’ qualify as a Medicare Part D Plan?
Hello Toni:
In September, I turn 65 with my 

Medicare beginning Sept. 1. I re-
cently read your article from Greg 
in Texas who had received wrong 
information about enrolling in Medi-
care when self-employed. I am also 
self-employed and need your advice 
about enrolling in Medicare Part D.

Currently, I am enrolled in Ama-
zon Prime’s Pharmacy RxPass and 
when I am eligible for Medicare, I 
can enroll in the Prime member’s 
Medicare senior plan for $5. Will this 
type of plan be the same as enrolling 
in a Medicare Part D plan?  Please 
explain what I should do as I am on 
a fixed budget and cannot afford a 
Medicare penalty. Thanks, Toni, for 
your help!

--Abbie from Charlotte, N.C.
Hi Abbie:
In June of 2024, Amazon Prime 

began a special 
Pharmacy RxPass 
program with 
special discounted 
rates on prescrip-
tions for those 
enrolled in Medi-
care. This program 
is not classified as 
a Medicare Part D 

plan. This is a prescription drug plan 
like GoodRx and Single Care which 
also offer less expensive prescription 
drug prices. Grocery store pharma-
cies such as Walmart, Kroger and 
Costco also have discount prescrip-
tion drug plans. Amazon enlarged its 
marketing to include both the 65 mil-
lion Americans who are currently on 
Medicare and the 10,000 a day who 
are turning 65, like you, Abbie.

It is important that you enroll in a 
Medicare Part D plan that covers the 

prescription drugs you are currently 
taking. I would strongly advise 
you not to wait to enroll in a Part D 
plan during your Medicare Initial 
Enrollment Period (IEP), which is 3 
months before turning 65, the month 
you turn 65 and 3 months after. If 
you don’t enroll in a Medicare Part 
D plan during your IEP, you WILL 
receive the Part D penalty that you, 
Abbie, are so dreading.

The 2025 Medicare Part D costs 
are:

-- Initial Coverage Deductible is up 
to $590 for 2025 and changes each 
year.

-- Initial Coverage has 5 drug-tiers; 
the Part D plan pays its share of 
the cost of your drugs, and you pay 
your share until the amount of your 
out-of-pocket maximum is met. For 
2025, $2,000 is the out-of-pocket 
maximum. Then you move into the 
Catastrophic Coverage stage and pay 
$0.

-- Donut Hole (Coverage Gap), 
effective January 1, 2025, no longer 
exists -- which is great news for 
Americans!

Abbie, to enroll in a Medicare Part 
D plan -- whether standalone or a 
Medicare Advantage with Part D 
included -- you must open a medi-
care.gov account which will have 
your Medicare information. (More 
information about Medicare Part 
D is available in chapter 5 of Toni’s 
Medicare Survival Guide Advanced 
edition at www.tonisays.com.)

Once you have opened your 
Medicare.gov account, you can go 

online and begin searching for your 
prescription drug plan by following 
these steps:

1. Click on “Find health and drug 
plans.”

2. Verify your “extra help” (based 
on income), list pharmacies you 
prefer, and under “Your Drug List” 
enter ALL of your drugs. Put your 
prescriptions in the system as a 
monthly quantity -- not 90 days or 6 
months -- because of Medicare’s out-
of-pocket maximum rule of $2,000. 
Using monthly rates lets you know 
when you will qualify for the $2,000 
out-of-pocket maximum and will no 
longer have to pay the deductible or 
copay for the rest of the year.

3. Click on “Find Plans Now” to ac-
cess Part D or Medicare Advantage 
plans for this year (or next).

4. Select which type of plan you 
wish to enroll in, either a Part C 
Medicare Advantage or Medicare 
Part D (stand-alone) plan. These 
plans will appear from the least to 
most out-of-pocket spent for the 
year.

Review your options carefully, 
Abbie, because with Medicare, what 
you don’t know WILL hurt you!

Toni King is an author and columnist on 
Medicare and health insurance issues. She 
has spent nearly 30 years as a top sales 
leader in the field. If you have a Medicare 
question, email info@tonisays.com or call 
832-519-8664. The “Medicare Survival Guide 
Advanced” edition and her new “Confused 
about Medicare” video series are available at 
www.tonisays.com.

Read more SCS Life online!
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Sun City Summerlin’s 
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SCS Life
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scs briefs
GAMBLING PLAN

Three contractors submitted bids 
for the plan to add gambling ma-
chines to the Tavern at the Falls res-
taurant as the project continues to 
move slowly forward – with a higher 
price tag.

The bids came in between $320,000 
and $369,000 for the project, which 
last year was estimated to cost about 
$237,000. The bids were subsequent-
ly lowered after bidders were asked 
to go with a cheaper veneer panel-
ing material but the Common Area 
Properties committee recommended 
that the better paneling be used.

As part of the remodel, the current 
glass wall separating the room from 
the entry will be taken down and 
the entry relocated. The current bar 
on the north side of the restaurant 
will be walled off and used for extra 
kitchen space.

Proponents of the addition of gam-
ing machines say it is one step toward 

helping balance the ledger at Tavern 
at the Falls, which loses money on an 
operating basis.

LEVEL TEES
Soon, golfers won’t  have to search 

for a level spot on the tee of the par-
3s at Sun City Summerlin’s three golf 
courses.

A tee leveling project going 
through final approvals will use 
staff to take out grass and level the 
tees with laser guidance on the short 
holes at all three golf courses. It will 
cost an estimated $65,000 for all 
three courses.

Golf Course maintenance chief 
Brian Bagwell said the tees on the 
par-3s are worse than the other holes 
because players use irons on them 
and take divots. After leveling, the 
tee boxes will be resodded with ber-
muda grass, with any leftover being 
used in an upcoming renovation of 
the driving range at Eagle Crest.

Moonlight Window 
Fashions
Michael Fahy

How I Got Into My Business
I didn’t just wake up one day 

and decide to design window 
fashions. This journey was built 
on experience, hustle and know-
ing how to elevate a space. After 
decades in interior design, I real-
ized window treatments were the 
most underrated, high-impact ele-
ment in a room. 

I dove in, mastering everything 
from motorized shades to custom draperies. I saw how the right treatment 
doesn’t just change a room’s look; it shifts the entire vibe. That’s how Moon-
light Window Fashions came to life: to help people create spaces that feel like 
them.

It’s not about trends. It’s about timeless style, real functionality and person-
alized design. Now, I work with homeowners, designers and pros to deliver 
stunning window moments that make people say, “This is it.”

What I like best about it
It’s the transformation for me. Taking a raw space, four walls and basic win-

dows, then turning it into something complete, elevated and personal. That 
“Wow, this changes everything” moment? That’s the magic.

Window treatments are the final brushstroke. They don’t just look good, 
they shape mood, control light and tell a story. I blend texture, movement and 
smart tech to create designs that feel intentional and alive.

But honestly? The best part is seeing someone fall in love with their space 
again. That spark in their eyes — that’s what keeps me doing this.

How long have you lived here
I’ve been in Vegas since the late 70s and I enjoy watching our city grow and 

experience all of the new attractions, sports teams and excellent restaurants 
as well as all of the outdoor adventures that surround our city. 

Why call it Moonlight Window Fashions
This isn’t cookie-cutter. Every design is custom — made for your space, 

your style, your needs. Whether it’s cozy, luxe, modern or full glam, we bring 
the vibe.

With decades of experience and thousands of installs, we’ve seen it all. Tall 
windows? Odd shapes? Full blackout? We’ve got you.

Smart home? 
We do motorized and automated shades that sync with your system — 

seamlessly.
We’re a local, easy to work with, family business and back it all with a solid 

limited lifetime warranty. No pushy sales, just real advice and stunning re-
sults.

Bring joy and comfort to your home. Call Moonlight Window Fashions. 
702-723-7733 info@moonlightwindowfashions.com www.moonlightwin-
dowfashions.com 

advertiser spotlightcan we play through?

SCS LIFE Photo
Slow play irritates everyone, including these two coyotes waiting for the 
green to clear on a recent day on the seventh hole at Highland Falls.



Natalie N. DeNardo 
Sr. Loan Officer, NMLS #314110

702-234-8860

Assisting you with all of your mortgage needs,

purchase, refinance and so much more. 

I look forward to finding the

perfect loan for you!

W E B :  n a t a l i e d e n a rd o. a l l w e s t e r n . c o m   | E M A I L :  n d e n a rd o @ a l l w e s t e r n . c o m

NMLS #14210

• 9016 Sundial DR  1,636 SF 
$490,000 	

• 10000 Arbuckle DR 1,599 SF 
$550,000 

• 2808 Desert Crystal DR 1,046 SF 
$265,000 

• 3100 Gladstone CT $440,000  
1,653 SF

• 9421 Gold Mountain DR 1,119 SF 
$362,500 

• 10424 Snyder AVE 1,713 SF 
$521,000 	

• 10809 Clarion LN 1,346 SF 
$462,500 	

• 9369 Villa Ridge DR 1,220 SF 
$347,000 	

• 8608 Millsboro DR 1,359 SF 
$394,000 	

• 9028 Firebird DR 1,804 SF 
$500,000 	

• 10309 Saugus DR 2,577 SF 
$1,475,000 	

• 2813 Vista Butte DR 2,102 SF 
$631,000 	

• 10805 Heritage Hills DR 1,520 SF 
$525,000 	

• 9100 Firebird DR 1,653 SF 
$503,000 	

• 10716 Bennington CT 1,843 SF 
$640,000 	

• 2501 Blairsden ST 2,210 SF 
$760,000 	

• 8516 Spyrun DR 1,172 SF 
$438,000 	

• 3025 Treesdale DR 1,388 SF 
$420,000 	

• 2700 Crown Ridge DR 1,702 SF 
$520,000 	

• 10025 Netherton DR 2,210 SF  
$555,000 	

• 2216 Spring Water DR 1,201 SF 
$307,000 	

• 2633 Showcase DR 1,833 SF 
$537,777 	

• 3037 Isaac River DR  1,384 SF 
$470,000 	

• 9452 Gold Mountain DR 1,332 SF	
$330,000

• 12540 Highvale DR 1,749 SF 
$533,000 	

• 2348 Hot Oak Ridge ST 2,176 SF	
$850,000 	

• 10404 Longwood DR 1,788 SF 
$710,000 	

• 10132 Crescent Creek DR 1,703 SF 
$497,500 	

• 2140 Bay Tree DR 3,097 SF 
$1,750,000 	

• 2232 Spring Water DR 1,021 SF 
$325,000 	

• 11020 Rackhurst AVE 1,533 SF 
$570,000 	

• 2740 High Range DR 2,178 SF 
$1,110,000 	

• 10813 Black Ledge AVE 1,374 SF 
$500,000 	

• 10329 Bent Brook PL 1,592 SF 
$609,000 	

• 10800 Heritage Hills DR 1,500 SF 
$420,000 	

• 9525 Eagle Valley DR 1,636 SF 
$454,000 	

• 10412 Button Willow DR 1,732 SF 
$727,500 	

• 8813 Sundial DR 1,384 SF 
$405,000 	

• 2401 Rockford ST 1,402 SF 
$475,000 	

• 3112 Hayden CT 1,653 SF 
$543,500 	

• 2517 Desert Glen DR 1,179 SF 
$410,000 

• 10121 Hemet DR 1,021 SF 
$350,000 	

• 10700 Back Plains DR 2,819 SF 
$1,050,000 	

• 2800 Linkview DR 1,323 SF 
$347,000 	

• 2536 Faiss DR 2,577 SF 
$1,300,000 	

• 2301 Hallston ST 1,021 SF 
$400,000 	

• 2817 Billy Casper DR 1,653 SF 
$675,000 	

• 8617 Prairie Hill DR 1,062 SF 
$312,000 	

• 2820 Golf Links DR 1,384 SF 
$387,000 	

• 10509 Cogswell AVE  1,360 SF 
$430,000 	

• 9308 Quail Ridge DR 1,620 SF 
$350,000 	

_______

Market statistics provided by Mi-
chael DelGais, Home Realty Center

APRIL HOME SALES 
IN SUN CITY SUMMERLIN

scs real estate

SCS LIFE

Home sales cool down in April
SCS LIFE

There’s plenty of inventory in the 
Sun City Summerlin real estate mar-
ket, but not as many buyers.

Sales were slow in April despite 
three times as many homes (158) be-
ing available compared to the same 
month a year ago. Sales were also 
down year-to-year in April, drop-
ping from 55 to 51 in 2024.

The slowing sales were reflected 
in the number of days of sales inven-

tory, dropping from 36 a year ago to 
116 days this April.

Sun City is not alone in the real 
estate slowdown in the Las Vegas 
area. According to Zillow statistics, 
homes listed for sale without any of-
fer increased 78 percent from a year 
earlier. 

Despite a lull in sales, the high end 
market in Sun City was still active. 
Four homes sold for more than $1 
million, topped by the $1.75 million 
sale of a home at 2140 Bay Tree DR.
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NEWS
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S

Sun City Summerlin’s Independent Monthly

Do you have news?
Know of an issue in Sun City Summerlin that
you’d like explored? Want to promote an 
activity or a club? We’re as curious as you are
about Sun City Summerlin happenings.

Send us an email at news@scslife.net 
and we’ll look at it for a future issue.



Priced at $555,000, this fully remodeled, single-story gem is
move-in ready and packed with modern upgrades. Discover luxury
vinyl plank flooring, designer lighting, chef-inspired kitchen
boasting sleek shaker cabinets, granite countertops, and stainless
steel appliances. The open floor plan flows seamlessly into 
a dream backyard featuring a covered patio, mature fruit trees
(pomegranate, orange, and lemon), dual-putting greens, 
and BBQ area. Additional highlights include an oversized two-car garage with a golf cart ramp, a new water conditioner, and a newer washer, dryer, and water heater.
Leased Sun Run solar panels at just $138/month cover 98% of electricity costs, delivering terrific energy efficiency and savings. 

SCS LIFE FEATURED LISTING

Call to set up a viewing
Property Listed by: 

WOODCOCK REAL ESTATE GROUP
Jack Woodcock B.855
702-362-8700

Brenda Landry S.0197128.LLC
702-813-9454

8705 VILLA RIDGE DRIVE
SCS LIFE MAY 2025 || Page 19

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT / SALES

Anthony “Tony" Romano Jr.
702-672-3413
tromano63@gmail.com

Real Estate License #S.0180947, PM Permit #PM.0166914

Specializing in 
Solar Panel Cleaning

aLso offerinG: 
critter Guard installation

Window cleaning
Bird abatement

artificial Turf cleaning
Pressure Washing services

702-982-9136 |  lewispremiersc.com

nV #nV20212073446
LV #G69-02715
nLV #TrcK-000895-2021
Hen #2021316724 
Pahrump #L8443sL

Licensed
and

insured
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THEME: MOTHER’S 
DAY
ACROSS

1. T. Rockwell’s “How to Eat Fried 
____”

6. Pro football org.
9. Tea servings
13. Relating to axis
14. Gershwin or Levin
15. Break of day
16. Repeat, in music
17. Red Cross bed
18. Arm bones
19. *Mother ____, personification 

of physical world
21. *Mother ____, fictional dog 

owner
23. Opposite of hence
24. Sleeveless garment
25. Money source
28. Golfer’s destination
30. Pass, as time
35. “Metamorphoses” poet
37. *The Beatles: “Mother ____ 

comes to me”
39. “The Goldbergs” sibling
40. Unacceptable, to a baby
41. Alpine singing
43. Resembling wings
44. Fill with optimism
46. Fill to satisfaction
47. Orion’s ____
48. Like funereal atmosphere
50. Lice eggs
52. Morse code dash
53. Remainder of a cigarette
55. Before skip and a jump
57. *Mother of ____, a.k.a. Daen-

erys Targaryen
61. *Mother ____, Missionaries of 

Charity founder
64. PassÈ
65. Stir or fuss
67. Add together
69. Anomie, alt. sp.
70. Decompose
71. Very angry
72. Puppy sounds
73. “____ no evil, hear no evil”
74. Tennis-affected joint

DOWN
1. Took place
2. Yoked team
3. Capital of Latvia

4. Kind of ray
5. Cast-off skin
6. French Riviera city
7. “To” follower
8. Wood turning device
9. Tulip starter
10. Leo’s Karenina
11. ____ gum, food additive
12. Put metal to the pedal, p.t.
15. Difficult to detect
20. With ample space
22. Employ
24. Green and lush, as in trees
25. *Mother ____, investigative 

journalism nonprofit
26. Convex molding
27. Twofold
29. Cambodia’s neighbor
31. A in UAE
32. Heaped
33. Famous Teatro alla ____

34. *Mother ____, personifica-
tion of planet

36. Shower with affection
38. Abominable snowman
42. River in Hades
45. Personify
49. *Mother Superior is the head 

one at the convent
51. Foray
54. Former Russian leaders
56. *Mother of ____, a.k.a. na-

cre
57. June 6, 1944
58. Raja’s wife
59. On the surface
60. Emeralds and rubies
61. Carrying bag
62. Hunk of something
63. Lowest female singing voice
66. Female forest ruminant
68. Archery bow wood

PUZZLES
SCS LIFEPage 20 | |  MAY 2025



savvy senior

JIM MILLER

Does Medicare cover vision care and eye exams?
Dear Savvy Senior,
What all does Medicare cover 

when it comes to vision care? I cur-
rently have good vision insurance 
through my employer but will lose it 
when I retire.

Almost 65

Dear Almost,
Many soon-to-be retirees are a 

bit blurry with what Medicare does 
and doesn’t cover when it comes to 
vision care. The good news is that 
Medicare covers most medical is-
sues like cataract surgery, treatment 
of eye diseases and medical emer-
gencies. But unfortunately, routine 
care like eye exams and eyeglasses 
are usually the beneficiary’s respon-
sibility. Here’s a breakdown of what 
is and isn’t covered.

Eye exams and treatments: 
Medicare does not cover routine 
eye exams that test for eyeglasses 
or contact lenses, but they do cover 
yearly medical eye exams if you 
have diabetes or are at high risk 
for glaucoma. They will also pay 
for exams to test and treat medical 
eye diseases if you’re having vision 
problems that indicate a serious eye 
problem like macular degeneration, 
dry eye syndrome, glaucoma, eye 
infections or if you get something in 
your eye.

Eye sur-
geries: 
Medicare will 
cover most 
eye surger-
ies that help 
repair the eye 
function, in-
cluding cata-
ract surgery 
to remove 
cataracts and 

insert standard intraocular lenses 
to replace your own. Medicare will 
not, however, pick up the extra 
cost if you choose a premium mul-
tifocal lens that restores full range 
of vision, thereby reducing your 
need for glasses after cataract sur-
gery. The extra cost for a premium 
lens can run $1,500 to $4,000 per 
eye.

Eye surgeries that are usually not 
covered by Medicare include refrac-
tive (LASIK) surgery and cosmetic 
eye surgery that are not considered 
medically necessary.

Eyeglasses and contact lenses: 
Medicare will not pay for eyeglasses 
or contact lenses, with one excep-
tion: If you have had a conventional 
intraocular lens inserted during 
cataract surgery, Medicare will pay 
for eyeglasses or contact lenses fol-
lowing the operation.

Ways to Save
Although original Medicare’s vi-

sion coverage is limited to medical 
issues, there are ways you can save 
on routine care. Here are several to 
check into.

Medicare Advantage plans: 
Many of these plans, which are 
alternatives to original Medicare 
and sold through private insur-
ance companies, cover routine eye 
exams and eyeglasses, but coverage 
is limited so be sure you understand 
the specifics.

While I don’t recommend enrolling 
in an Advantage plan just to get vision 
coverage it is an option you should 
know about. To locate Advantage 
plans in your area that provide vision 
coverage, go to Medicare.gov/plan-
compare or call 800-633-4227.

Purchase vision insurance: 
If you get routine eye exams and 
purchase new eyeglasses annu-
ally, a vision insurance plan may 
be worth the costs. These policies 
typically range between $5 and $30 
per month. Most plans will also 
have copays or deductibles you’ll be 
responsible for.

Check veterans’ benefits: If 
you’re a veteran and qualify for VA 
health care benefits, you may be able 
to get some or all of your routine vi-
sion care through VA. Go to VA.gov/

health-care/about-va-health-bene-
fits/vision-care to learn more.

Find cheaper shopping options: 
Many retailers provide discounts – 
between 10 and 50 percent – on eye 
exams and eyeglasses if you belong 
to a membership group like AARP 
or AAA.

You can also save by shopping at 
discount retailers like Costco Opti-
cal, Sam’s Club Optical or Target 
Optical, which are all recommended 
by Consumer Reports. Or consider 
buying your glasses online at retail-
ers like ZenniOptical.com, EyeBuy-
Direct.com or GlassesUSA.com 
which offer big savings.

To purchase glasses online, you’ll 
need a valid prescription from an 
eye doctor (no more than a year old), 
plus your pupillary distance num-
ber, which is the distance, measured 
in millimeters, between the centers 
of your pupils in each eye.

Look for assistance: There are 
also health centers and local clinics 
that provide free or discounted vi-
sion exams and eyeglasses to those 
in need. To find them put a call into 
your local Lions Club (see Directory.
LionsClubs.org) for referrals.

Send your questions or comments to ques-
tions@savvysenior.org, or to Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070.

702-324-7949
Instagram: @fratelliremodellv 

We Make
Homes
Beautiful
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3890 N. Buffalo Drive, Las Vegas, Nevada   |  desertviewseniorliving.com

Our senior living community 
is more than just a place to reside;

it’s a loving home 
where hearts find solace and joy.

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR

702-553-1924

Compassionate Care
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DO YOU NEED A GOLF CART?

Seniors in Need of Transportation 
Foundation (SNTF)

Not-for-profit organization, 501(c)(3)

702-439-7815
sntfinkind@gmail.com

9436 W. Lake Mead Blvd, Ste.5, Las Vegas, NV 89134

Do you need a golf cart for transportation to get to Smith’s
through the back gate, CVS, Walgreens, the banks and 
restaurants?

Volunteering offers health benefits: Improves physical and
mental health. Provides a sense of purpose and teaches 
valuable skills. Nurtures new and existing relationships. 

JJ interviewing 
Doc on the 

Morning 
Blend Show.

Testimonials from our seniors and volunteers:

“I volunteer two days a week, four hours each day, meet new
people who see the glass half full, fun and exciting.” 
– Cary 

“Just moved to SCS, shopped for new golf carts–which were
more expensive than my first house. SNTF had a nice golf cart
for the right price.” 
– Bob and Debbie 

“Have nothing but good things to say about SNTF. I called their
number and a live person answered the phone. Had a very
warm and meaningful conversation.” 
– Kathleen 

Seniors in Need of Transportation Foundation (SNTF) has a nice selection of pre-owned
golf carts available to Sun City residents at wholesale prices with a limited warranty.
The Foundation also purchases automobiles at a very fair price for our residents in
our Sun City Community!

We can help.

Want to volunteer?

SNTF Executive Director Carol H purchasing a vehicle from Karen O that was her
late husband’s pride and joy!



REMODEL YOUR SUN CITY HOME WITH US
We are expert remodelers, from kitchens to baths to anything you can imagine for your Sun City Summerlin

home. We love to work in Sun City and we will treat your home as if it was our own.

Call Today!

702-478-8070
terramiaconstruction.com

4000 W Ali Baba Ln Suite A & B, Las Vegas, NV 89118

WE BUILD EVERYTHING!
Bathrooms  |  Flooring  |  Kitchens  | Casitas  |  Room Additions  |  Cabinets  |  Countertops

Complete Remodeling from A to Z

GC LIC#: 0088403   BID LILMIT: $200,000



Peter A. Caravella, MD, FACS Damon T. Schroer, MD Jiashou Jimmy Xu , MD, FACS

LAS VEGAS 

SURGERY

ASSOCIATES 

Providing Advanced
Surgical Care.

Please call to schedule your appointment

702-258-7788
lvsurgical.com

Let our experts handle all 
of your surgical needs.
    4 Robotic General Surgery 

    4 Weight Loss Sugery

    4 Medical Weight Loss

    4 Colorectal Surgery 

    4 Vascular Surgery 

    4 Varicose Veins

    4 Acid Reflux Surgery

We are a multi-specialty surgical group that is unique to the Las Vegas area in being able to offer services across a broad range of surgical specialties.

SOUTHWEST OFFICE: 8930 West Sunset Road, Suite 300 Las Vegas, NV

NORTHWEST OFFICE: 6850 North Durango Drive, Suite 218, Las Vegas, NV

NORTHEAST OFFICE: 1250 South Eastern Avenue, Las Vegas, NV

HENDERSON OFFICE: 901 North Green Valley Parkway, Suite 160, Henderson, NV

PAHRUMP OFFICE: 330 South Lola Lane, Building B, Pahrump, NV


