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It’s pretty simple: Sun City doesn’t have any dog parks

I was out back, enjoying a Mich-
elob Ultra and grilling a tri-tip 
on a beautiful early October 
evening when the ruckus 

began.
From the greenbelt below me 

came a few not-so-well chosen F-
bombs as two men screamed at each 
other so loudly I was sure they were 
going to come to blows. 

“Get your dog off of him,” one 
yelled. “He needs to be on a leash!”

I went to the fence to make sure 
no one was going to get hurt and 
saw a man with his dog _ on a leash _ 
hustling down the greenbelt toward 
the street like he was in a hurry to 
get away. With good reason because 
the other dog was not on a leash and 
didn’t have good intentions.

“Go ahead and call the police,” his 
owner yelled. “I don’t care.”

The man with the dog on a leash 

didn’t call the 
police but did 
maybe the next 
best thing. As 
he left he took 
a picture of the 
other man’s 
white pickup 
truck, making 
sure he got the 
license plate in 

the frame. Ironically, right next to 
the pickup truck was a sign say-
ing dogs must be on a leash on the 
greenbelt.

They were two dog owners, who 
I’m sure both love their pets. But the 
similarities ended there.

One respected others by keeping 
his dog on a leash. The other simply 
didn’t care.

To him, the greenbelt wasn’t 
just a place to walk his dog or take 

a stroll himself. It was his own 
private dog park, where he seemed 
unconcerned with allowing his 
dog to roam free doing whatever 
it wanted, no matter the inconve-
nience to other dogs _ and other 
people.

That not only interferes with 
people and dogs who play by the 
rules, but people just walking by. 
My greenbelt in particular gets a lot 
of walkers, and they have no idea 
when a dog runs up to them off a 
leash whether it is coming to be 
petted or to possibly take a piece of 
their calf.

He’s also putting his own dog at 
risk. Coyotes are a common sight 
on my greenbelt and they can get 
to your unleashed dog a lot quicker 
than you might think. I’ve watched 
as people frantically try to get their 
dogs on leashes after spotting 

coyotes, and I’ve seen coyotes track 
other dogs.

Of course, at least 75 percent of 
all dogs in Sun City are white, furry 
and small, which puts them at the 
top of the coyote food chart.

Anyway, no blood was shed that 
night, and I was eventually able to 
enjoy both my beer and the tri tip. 
But I have no doubt the same sce-
nario will play out again, if not next 
week then next month.

It’s pretty simple folks. Sun City 
has no dog parks.

Keep your dog on a leash.
—-----

I love having Sherm Frederick’s 
column in SCS LIFE, especially 
when he starts writing about the 
things we used to do in the good old 

> See DAHLBERG, Page 5

TIM DAHLBERG
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Board of directors awards Sun City 
Executive Director new three-year contract
By Tim Dahlberg
SCS LIFE

Sun City Executive Director 
Mitzi Mills has been given a new 
three-year contract by the Board 
of Directors, which was effusive in 
praising her ability to lead the com-
munity.

Mills, who has been executive 
director for eight years, will make 
$254,792 in the first year of the con-
tract after being given a 2.9 percent 
wage increase by the board. Her pay 
will also be boosted a maximum of 3 
percent in each of the final two years 
of her contract.

Board members dismissed com-
plaints about Mills _ and her  pay 
_  from a group of residents that at-
tended the Sept. 30 meeting, saying 
she has demonstrated great leader-
ship in her role as the top employee 
of Sun City Summerlin Community 
Association Inc.

Board member Dick Clark said 

there has been a remarkable change 
in leadership under Mills, who he 
credited with making Sun City’s fi-
nancial process more professional 
and for running an efficient organi-
zation. He noted that there had been 
a number of executive directors be-
fore her who didn’t last long in their 
jobs.

“If I had to use one word to de-
scribe what changed when Mitzi 
came here it was professionalism,” 
Clark said. “What we had before her 
was not a professionally run entity. 
And I’m very pleased that she’s still 
here.”

The issue of Mills’ pay drew a big-
ger crowd than usual to the board 
meeting, and there were cheers for 
the few who spoke in opposition to 
paying her an increased salary.

Mills was asked to detail her back-
ground for those unfamiliar with 
her, and told of working her way up 
the management ladder in Arizona 
while adding more professional cer-

tifications for running large orga-
nizations. She said she was excited 
about where Sun City is today and 
where it will be over the next few 
years.

Still, former board member Steve 
Commander complained about her 
salary, saying it was more than 50 
governors around the country make 
while overseeing millions of people 
while Sun City only has 12,000 resi-
dents.

That didn’t fly with the board, 
which voted 9-0 for the new con-
tract.

“Mitzi has the position equivalent 
to a CEO of a multi-million dollar 
corporation. We are a multi-million 
dollar corporation,” Ellen Bachman 
said. “Her position is also equiva-
lent to a city manager, because we 
are almost a quasi-municipality, so 
she has dual roles that she has to 
fulfill. And for her compensation it 
is well within reason for somebody 
having to have those dual roles, or 

even simply as a CEO of a multi-
million dollar corporation. If any-
thing, it’s low.”

Bachman said that while nobody 
is perfect, Mills has done “an ab-
solutely incredible job in bring-
ing the community together, and 
keeping the community together, 
and being innovative, and at the 
same time guarding our assets 
very well.”

Under terms of the contract, Mills 
will get a raise in the second and 
third years of her contract of 3 per-
cent or the Consumer Price Index for 
the year, whichever is lower. 

Board member Erik Braun ex-
pressed some exasperation about 
people complaining about Mills and 
her salary, saying that four board 
seats will be up for election in Janu-
ary and that election chair and for-
mer board member Leo Crawford 
“will be happy to talk to you and 
help you fill out an application for 
candidate consideration.”

After nearly a year since approval, 
license plate cameras still missing
SCS LIFE

It’s been nearly a year, but Sun City 
may soon have a system of cameras 
that identify vehicles going in and 
out of the community.

Six of the planned 12 cameras were 
installed shortly after a contract was 
signed with Flock Safety last Decem-
ber. But the remainder have been in 
limbo ever since, and Sun City offi-
cials during the summer complained 
the company was not returning calls 
asking why.

SCSCAI Executive Director Mitzi 
Mills put most of the blame for the 
delay on the City of Las Vegas, which 
must issue permits for the cameras. 
She said those issues have been re-
solved and that the installation of 
the remaining cameras “will begin 
sometime mid-October 2025.”

“The installation of the Flock Cam-
eras has been a much longer process 
than anyone anticipated,” Mills said 
in an email to SCS LIFE.

Sun City entered into a contract 
with Flock last December, agreeing 

to pay $37,800 to pay for the cameras 
and another $30,000 a year to moni-
tor them. But, after cameras were in-
stalled quickly at the three main Sun 
City entrances, work on the project 
ground to a halt.

That effectively meant the cameras 
couldn’t be used to spot cars that might 
be stolen or used in crimes if potential 
wrongdoers were alert enough to use 
other entrances to the community.

There are six entrances to the big-

> See CAMERAS, Page 5
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days.
He’s at it again in this issue, writ-

ing about how the two of us as young 
cub reporters for an editor who was 
quite the player in town in the 1970’s. 
Don Digilio had a powerful role as 
editor of the Review Journal and may 
not have done everything according 
to the book but he always did right 
by his employees.

He also taught Sherm a lesson in 
management skills, which came in 
handy after Sherm became the pub-
lisher of the paper.

It was 1978 and I was the politi-
cal writer for the RJ trying to figure 
out how to get to Elko to cover the 
Democratic Party state convention. 
I couldn’t fly there because it would 
cost the paper too much money, 

and I sure wasn’t going to take my 
Camaro on a 1,000-mile round trip 
through the middle of the desert to 
do the story.

Then the Democratic Party offered 
me a ride on a bus full of delegates. I 
could even bring my wife, who was 
pregnant with our first son.

The trip took close to 12 hours, 
with about 100 miles of it on a dirt 
road that was a shortcut to the 
northeast Nevada town. My wife 
swears she thought she was going to 
have the baby bouncing on that road, 
but we made it to Elko eventually, 
got a motel room, and covered the 
convention.

When it came time to go, as we 
stood with suitcases on the main 
road outside the motel, the bus car-
rying the delegates didn’t even slow 
down as it passed by at 50 mph.

This, of course, was before cell 
phones and convenient ways to 
reach people. It took the rest of the 

day to find a ride with the Team-
sters Union bus that was leaving 
the next morning. Fortunately, they 
stopped for us for a ride home that 
involved a lot of drinking on their 
part.

Sherm had been promoted to as-
sistant city editor by then and was 
technically my boss. So when I got 
back and told him I was taking a 
week off in comp time for the long 
trip he told me that the 24 hours or 
so spent on the bus was my own per-
sonal time and couldn’t be charged to 
the company.

That kind of attitude went a long 
way at the RJ, where owner Don 
Reynolds was so famous for pinch-
ing a penny that he once fired a 
sports writer because he had too 
nice of a car in the parking lot. But it 
didn’t fly with Digilio, who told me 
to not only take a week’s comp time 
but another week off, too, for good 
measure.

Nearly a half century later, Sherm 
still insists he was right.

—--

Some of you may recall me writ-
ing on this page about my neighbor 
Sam, who died suddenly. I wondered 
at the time what would become of 
his home and the golf cart that his 
late wife had bought him with her 
gambling winnings.

Well, Sam’s son came with a few 
others and spent a week cleaning 
out the home before putting it up for 
sale. They gave the golf cart to his 
lady friend, who said she had always 
wanted one.

And now I have new neighbors, 
who moved in last week excited to 
start a new chapter in their lives.

The cycle of life comes full circle 
once again.

Tim Dahlberg is the publisher of SCS LIFE. 
Write to him at timd@scslife.net

Dahlberg
continued from Page 3

Feel Better. Move Freely. Live Fully.
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4 Support balance, mobility, and overall wellness

Safe, relaxing and drug-free,
acupuncture in the comfort of your
own home helps you keep doing
the things you love-whether its
golf, gardening or keeping up with
the grandkids.

CALL OR TEXT TODAY!

702-213-4849
Dr. Karin Moeller

vegasmobileacu.com

With Vegas Mobile Acupuncture, Dr. Karin Moeller
will help you with what matters most, staying active
and independent. Acupuncture is a gentle, 
natural way to:

Stay Vibrant. Stay Moving. Stay You!

gest part of Sun City north of Lake 
Mead Blvd, and four to the portion of 
the community south of Lake Mead.

The cameras are designed to read 
license plates and gather other infor-
mation that identify vehicles at vari-
ous entrances to Sun City. That infor-
mation would be used on active police 
calls or when trying to find a car tied 
to a crime that traveled through SCS.

Mills pushed the idea of the camer-
as, which will be linked directly to the 
Metro Police command center with 
no one other than police authorized 
to view them. Mills envisioned them 
as an alternative to a gated communi-
ty that could help catch some thieves 
or others who are in SCS and might 
be wanted on charges somewhere.

There are Flock cameras at the 
intersection of Rampart and Lake 
Mead Boulevard, and efforts are un-
derway to put some at the 215 Belt-
way Lake Mead interchange. 

Police say the cameras are a valu-
able tool for solving crimes, giving 
them the ability to identify suspi-
cious vehicles after, say, a burglary in 
a Sun City neighborhood.

But privacy advocates have warned 
against the use of the cameras, and 
several cities that had them installed 
initially have had them taken down. 
That included Evanston, Illinois, 
which took down 19 cameras after 
Illinois officials discovered Flock 
had allowed U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection to access the cameras 
against state law.

Cameras
continued from Page 4

SCS LIFE photo
One of the Flock cameras by an 
entrance in Sun City.



SCS LIFEPage 6 | |  OCTOBER 2025

Strike up the band: 
Call goes out for 
SCS performers

Two SCS entertainment 
fixtures are striking the right 
chord for the music scene by 
putting out the call for folks 

who’d like to connect, jam a little, and 
maybe spark something bigger.

Carol Reed (the engine behind 
the Music in the Park concerts) and 
Yukon Jack Lohman (master of the 
acoustic guitar and folksy stories) 
want to foster opportunities for 
other singers and instrumentalists.

“Sun City Summerlin is a place to 
live your dreams,” says Reed, who 
works mightily to share her love of 
outdoor concerts. “Plus, music is 
good for your soul, whether you’re 
playing it or listening.”

The idea is simple: make introduc-
tions, and see if the right mix comes 
along. From there, small groups can 
form and strengthen the community’s 
musical heartbeat. Residency in Sun 
City Summerlin is a plus, not a must.

“What matters most,” Reed says, 
“is bringing together great people 
who want to play, have fun, and cel-
ebrate this special time in our lives.”

Those interested can come out to a 
meet-and-greet at Miller’s Tavern on 
Oct. 22 from 3–5 p.m. NO INSTRU-
MENTS this time, please — just bring 
your curiosity and musical story.

For more info, contact Jack Lohm-
an at jglohman@gmail.com or Carol 
Reed at carolreed40@gmail.com.

SPIRITED PERFORMANCE: 
Michael Grimm promises treats and 
tricks for his Halloween-themed 
“Night of Souls” party and concert, 
Oct. 25 at the Desert Vista Ballroom.

Grimm, a longtime Las Vegas 
performer and “America’s Got Tal-
ent” winner, says the fun will start 
“before the stage lights even come 

on,” with cos-
tume contests, a 
photo booth, and a 
chance to learn the 
“Thriller” dance.

Showroom fix-
ture Kelly Clinton-
Holmes will emcee, 
with Grimm’s band 
already rehearsing 

its renditions of “Witchy Woman” and 
“I Put a Spell On You.”

“Night of Souls” is adapted from a 
show Grimm will perform at Myron’s 
at the Smith Center, but without the 
haunting experience of navigating 
downtown Las Vegas at night.

96 CHEERS: Mary Lee, who has 
tried and enjoyed almost every SCS 
club and activity, celebrates her 
96th birthday and takes the stage in 
“Guys & Dolls” this month. She is 
back on her feet after a quick recov-
ery from the fall we wrote about in 
August, spending evenings rehears-
ing for the 6 p.m. on Oct. 18 and 
2 p.m. Oct. 19 performances at The 
Summit. Tickets are going fast. Next 
up for the SCS Community Theatre 
Club is “California Suite” in Febru-
ary; auditions on Nov. 11 and 12 and 
details at scs-theatre.com.

A PIZZA NEWS: Marvin Calore-
ra, director of food and beverage for 
the Sun City Summerlin Community 
Association, says residents are fired 
up about the new pizza oven at The 
Summit Restaurant. He also reports 
the remodeled Tavern at the Falls 
and its “more luxury look” are on 
track to debut in the next few weeks.

Las Vegas writer and model Doug Puppel 
contributed five stories to Engineering News-
Record since his last Neon Diary column.

neon diary

doug puppel
neon diary
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Sherman R. 
Frederick
commentary

commentary

The first editor of our young careers
I hesitate to tell this story for 

fear of giving away one of the 
trade secrets of newspapers. 

I’m afraid I’ll burst the 
bubble of readers who attach 
significance to whatever is written 
and published on ink and paper by 
believing the popular mystique that 
newspaper editorials must have 
been thought through and debated 
by a room full of intellectuals the 
likes of Dick Cavett and William F. 
Buckley Jr.

Here’s what happened when Tim 
Dahlberg and I were young pups 
in the Las Vegas Review-Journal 
newsroom. 

Our editor at the time was Don 
Digilio, a vintage Vegas newsman. 
Starting at the R-J in the 1950s, he 
became editor in 1969. He mar-
ried a show-
girl, loved 
to gamble, 
and knew 
anybody 
worth know-
ing in Las 
Vegas at the 
time, includ-
ing Frank 
Sinatra, the 
Rat Pack, 
Howard Hughes, a handful of 
mobsters, as well as the legendary 
Las Vegas Kick-Ass sheriff, Ralph 
Lamb. 

Don has an oral history on file at 
the UNLV library. Not sure how 
enlightening it is, but trust me, 
someone ought to do a movie on 
Don. Ben Bradley may have been 
the quintessential newsman of 
Washington, D.C., in his time, but 
Don Digilio was also a man of his 
time and, oh baby, what a time it 
was in Las Vegas in the 60s and 
70s. 

Digilio stories are legion. This 
one will tell you something about 
the man most don’t know.

He once gave me two tickets for 

my wife and me 
to attend a din-
ner honoring 
mobster Moe 
Dalitz. He was 
being recog-
nized — and 
I’m not making 
this up — as the 
Las Vegas “Man 
of the Year” for 
the National 
Conference of 

Christians and Jews. 
I asked Don if he wanted me to 

cover it, and he said, “no you’re a 
young kid and we don’t pay you 
much. It’s a free dinner. Take it.”

So we went. I showed up in the 
only jacket I owned — a brown 
corduroy one with elbow patches. 
It was a glitzy, old Vegas black tie 
affair. We didn’t belong, and that 
became abundantly clear when 
we sat at one of several round 
tables in the back. As the room 
filled up, not one Christian or 
Jew or mobster sat with us. It felt 
awkward.. 

Meanwhile, Don and his wife 
were seated at the reserved table of 
honor. When he saw us way back 
in the back, he and his wife stood 
up, they grabbed their plates and 
drinks, and walked through the 
entire room to sit at our lonely table 
in the back.

Everybody watched him do it. 
I’ve never forgotten that courtesy.

Anyway, Tim and I arrived on 
the R-J scene in the mid-70s. We 
were in our 20s, he fresh out of 
UNR, and I was on a senior-year 
internship from the Harvard of 
the West — Northern Arizona 
University. 

On Friday afternoons, when Don 
had two editorials due by a 4 p.m. 
deadline, he’d pass one off to some-
one on staff. Tim and I both had the 
honor several times. 

Here’s how it went: He’d hand 

us a newspaper clip and tell us to 
write an editorial on the topic. 

We’d always ask, “Which side do 
you want to come down on?”

And he’d answer with an elfish 
smile: “Recap the issue, then con-
clude: Something must be done.”

It was editorial baby-splitting at 
its finest, and from then on, Tim 
and I have both joked about the all 
too frequent “something must be 
done” newspaper editorial. 

I probably shouldn’t be tell-
ing these stories. But, as Walter 
Cronkite used to say, “That’s the 
way it was.” And that’s the way 
Don Digilio was. 

If anyone has something to say 
against Don Digilio, they’ll have to 
go through me and Tim first.

He was our first editor.

ONE MORE THING

(Sherman R. Frederick is a longtime 
Nevada journalist and a member of the 
Nevada Press Association Newspaper 
Hall of Fame. You can read more of his 
writing at shermanfrederick.substack.
com.)
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Diamond Girls breaking barriers 
and winning games in SCS softball
By Jenny Scheid
SCS LIFE

Down 10 runs going into the final 
inning at the newly upgraded Pin-
nacle Field, the Diamond Girls re-
mained relentlessly upbeat.

“We’ve got this,” a team member 
yelled out from the dugout. “We’ve 
scored more runs in an inning,” an-
other player said reassuringly.

This would not be that inning, 
with the game ending in a 21-11 loss 
to Al Youmans’ Red Hawks for Sun 
City Summerlin’s new all-women 
softball team. It was a rare defeat for 
the Diamond Girls, who had beaten 
the Red Hawks the three previous 
times they met and were not intimi-
dated by playing against the men.

Indeed, what stands out in the first 
season for the Diamond Girls is how 

normal it all seems. The talk among 
those hanging along the fences to 
watch wasn’t whether the Diamond 
Girls could compete but whether 
they would win the league title.

It was only two years ago that 
the Sun City Men’s Softball League 
had to change its name because two 
women showed up to play. Now, on 
this day, they were equals on the field 
for the National League game, one of 
about 60 they will play in a season 
that will last until May.

This is the first season for the Dia-
mond Girls in the Sun City Sum-
merlin Softball Cub, which is broken 
up into three leagues and 12 teams: 
American for the most advanced 
players, Central in the middle and 
National for lower entry-level play-
ers winding down _ and now the 
women.

So far it’s been a big success on the 
field. Just 10 games into the season, 
the Diamond Girls were 7-2-1 and in 
first place in the National League by 
one game.

While the all-female team is new 
to the club, Sun City Summerlin 
women have been playing softball 
on Saturday mornings for more than 
20 years, according to Lena Ramirez, 
who moved to Sun City Summerlin 
two years ago.

“I was visiting the gym, and there 
was a poster on the billboard for the 
ladies that get together on Saturday 
mornings and just play softball for 
fun,” the 61-year-old said. “I saw the 
posting, and I thought, ‘Hey, that 
sounds like fun.’”

“It had been 30 years since I played 
on a real team,” said Ramirez, who 
played varsity softball in high school 

and joined a co-ed league in Califor-
nia for a couple of seasons. “But it 
was funny because I came out and 
it’s like riding a bike. It just comes 
back to you.”

At the Saturday morning sessions, 
a couple of the women’s husbands 
would come to help pitch and field 
balls. Soon they were encouraging 
the women to join the softball club 
and play with the men. The women 
were told, “You’re good enough to 
play with us.”

“About seven women decided to 
do that. I was one of them,” Ramirez 
said. “And then after this past season, 
one of the husbands said, ‘Hey. You 
guys should have your own team.’”

Ramirez now manages the team, 
and her husband, Esau, who plays 

Jeff Scheid photos/SCS LIFE
The Diamond Girls softball team (left) huddles together before a late-September game against the Red Hawks (right). The all-women’s team is playing 
in its inaugural season in Sun City and faring quite well in the male-dominated league.

> See SOFTBALL, Page 9
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Summerlin 
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Over Light Refreshments
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10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Mountain View Presbyterian Church, 8601 Del Webb Blvd., Las Vegas

Free 
Admission!

in the American League, helps coach.
Debbie Giovanetti  was also one of 

the seven women who played with 
the men and then joined the Dia-
mond Girls when it was formed this 
year. The 68-year-old played softball 
when she was in her 20s in New Jer-
sey and then turned to soccer.

Giovanetti and her husband, Dom-
inic, retired from teaching special ed-
ucation in New Jersey after 25 years 
and moved to Las Vegas. After get-
ting a home in Sun City Summerlin, 
they were looking for fun things to 
do in a community that has dozens of 
different activities.

Saturday softball was a good place 
to start.

“I started playing, loving it, meeting 
all the girls, and then, all of a sudden, 
they were asking, “Do you want to 
play with the guys?” she said. “I gave 
it a try, and it’s been so much fun.”

Now, both Debbie and her husband 
play, and Dominic helps coach the 
Diamond Girls when he’s not busy as 
president of the league.

“It does keep us in shape,” Debbie 
Giovanetti said. “It keeps your mind 
going, and it’s a social thing.

“I’ll tell you what, we’ve made such 
good friends,” she said. “Like every 
one of these women, we hang out af-
ter ball games. We just do things. We 
have gatherings and barbecues. We 
just all hang together.”

At the top of the lineup for the Dia-
mond Girls is Meg Walsh, a 64-year-
old with some power. She hit a home 
run on her first at bat against the Red 
Hawks on Oct. 1, though it would not 
prove enough to make a difference. 
Walsh played softball in high school 
and college; she also played in Chicago 
before moving to Las Vegas in 2023.

Patricia Zimmerman, 79, also has a 
lot of softball experience.

“I played competitive softball in 
Wisconsin, too. Played in nationals. 
I’ve played in the Huntsman (World 
Senior) Games now for 26 years,” she 
said.

While the team leaders all had a soft-
ball background, some team members 
had to adjust to being in a more com-
petitive situation in a sport they either 
hadn’t played in years or at all.

Annie Tucker, 69, played in a city 
league in Colorado Springs. “I was an 
adult, and it was just for fun,” she said.

“This is just so different -- playing 
really competitively and being more 
aware of the rules. It’s a lot of good 
coaching, and a lot of positive com-
ments,” Tucker said.

Tracey Gray recently moved to Sun 
City Summerlin and had never played 
softball before she started playing for 
fun with the women on Saturday. 
Now she’s one of the Diamond Girls, 
catching balls in left field.

“She’s a tennis player trying to play 
softball for the first time. She’s got 
heart, yeah? And, you know, she’s 
perfect for this league,” said Esau 
Ramirez

Up in the stands on this game day, 
was Betty McCauley, 85, who was 
one of three women who were in-
strumental in starting the Saturday 
women’s softball group. She said 
back then it was hard to keep enough 
women for a team.

Although she no longer plays, she’s 
always there to support the women.

“I can’t play anymore,” she said. “I 
got bad knees. I holler, and I keep the 
paperwork for the team.”

While the season is long, the Dia-
mond Girls have proven they can not 
only compete in the National League, 
but win. One opposing coach giv-
ing a scouting report said they have 

infielders who can really throw the 
ball and runners who can take extra 
bases, making them a difficult team 
to contend with.

Many of those skills were honed 
on Saturdays when the women had 
two hours reserved on the new arti-
ficial turf field every week. They con-
tinue to practice then and Youmans, 
the club treasurer, has clinics for any 
women _ or men _ who want to learn 
the nuances of the game.

“We still come out on Saturday,” 
Lena Ramirez said. “It’s an open 
group. Anybody can come. It’s a good 
way for women that are interested to 
come and check us out, practice with 
us and see how they feel about join-
ing the team.”

The 1992 movie about women play-
ing fast-pitch baseball during World 
War II and after was called “A League 
of Their Own.”

In Sun City Summerlin, the Dia-
mond Girls are “A Team of Their 
Own.”

Softball
continued from Page 8
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Lori Gonzalez tags out a member of the Red Hawks during an Oct. 1 game 
at Pinnacle Park. On this month’s SCS LIFE cover, Lena Ramirez squares 
up a pitch in the loss to the Red Hawks.



15 Years Ago: Son still seeking justice 
in first Sun City Summerlin slaying
15 YEARS AGO

• The son of a man killed in 
1994 in Sun City Summerlin’s 
first murder is still waiting 
for final justice in the case. 
Bruce Bauer said he had to 
undergo counseling and lost 
35 pounds during the trial of 
Donald Sherman, who was 
convicted of murder and 
sentenced to death in 1997 in 
the slaying of his father, Dr. 
Lester Bauer. The younger 
Bauer said he thinks daily of 
his father and wonders why 
Nevada has a death penalty 
when Sherman is still alive 
on death row. A jury took 
only four hours to convict 
Sherman, who had broken 
up with the victim’s daugh-
ter before beating Lester 
Bauer to death with a ham-
mer while he slept in a crime 
that shook the 55-plus com-
munity.

• Sun City Director of Golf 
Joe Kelly was inducted into 
the Southern Nevada Golf 
Hall of Fame for his work in 
the community. The 59-year-
old Kelly began working in 
Las Vegas golf in 1978 at the 
Desert Inn Country Club 
and worked at several other 
courses before taking the job 
managing Sun City’s three 
golf courses.

• Las Vegas Fire Chief Greg 
Gammon assured Sun City 
residents their new fire sta-
tion is on schedule despite 
the city’s current economic 
problems. Gammon said a 
groundbreaking would be 
held in the winter and the 
new station will take about 
a year to build. It is expected 

to cost $4.6 million, or about 
$800,000 below earlier esti-
mates. The new station will 
cut three to four minutes off 
the average response time 
for rescue vehicles in Sun 
City.

• A 2-bedroom patio home 
was listed at $85,000

30 YEARS AGO
• Tickets are on sale for the 

1996 Ms. Senior Clark Coun-
ty pageant, which will be 
held in Sun City Summerlin. 
Tickets are $10 for the Nov. 
18 show, which will crown 
the county’s entry into the 
state pageant.

• Golf course homesites 
are now being sold for Sun 
City’s third golf course. Del 
Webb is also advertising 
lots on the Highland Falls 
course as well as Eagle 
Crest, the new executive 
length course. Homes begin 
at $119,900 in Sun City, not 
including premiums for golf 
course lots.

• A 2-bedroom home with 
golf course views was being 
listed at $197,500.

25 YEARS AGO
• Sun City’s woodwork-

ers are trying to make 
Christmas a happier time 
of year for children strick-
en by cancer. The Saw-
dusters club donated more 
than 100 hand-crafted toys 
to the Candlelighters for 
Child Cancer foundation. 
The club chooses a charity 
each year to donate its toys 
to.

• A Methodist Church 

that started in Sun City is 
moving into a new build-
ing across from Palo Verde 
High School. The Desert 
Springs Methodist Church 
outgrew its Sun City roots 
and has about 425 members 
as it occupies the new build-
ing.

• A 3-bedroom golf course 
home with what was de-
scribed as spectacular 
views was listed for sale at 
$485,000.

20 YEARS AGO
• Sun City residents were 

baffled by a light show that 
played out along the cliffs 
west of Summerlin. The 
lights were at first thought 
to be a rocket launching 
from Southern California 
but police using a helicop-
ter found the real answer 
when they stopped a group 
of people with generators 
and floodlights in the des-
ert. The man behind the 
magic turned out to be Tony 
Milici, a Las Vegas art-
ist known for his works of 
public art who was promot-
ing an upcoming show on 
the strip. BLM officials said 
they may press charges be-
cause the generators were 
not authorized and could 
have sparked fires.

• A home at 2008 Hot Oak 
Ridge with golf course and 
Strip views was listed for 
sale at $975,000

10 YEARS AGO
• Presidential candidate 

Marco Rubio, a senator 
from Florida, drew an en-

thusiastic crowd of some 
500 people at a campaign 
rally in Sun City. Rubio won 
applause on several occa-
sions from the audience at 
Mountain Shadows Com-
munity Center, particularly 
when he said new blood 
was needed among the po-
litical class.

• The Sun City Security 
Patrol will be offering rides 
in its Prius patrol cars dur-
ing a Picnic With the Patrol 
open house this month. 
Information about safety, 
security and volunteering 
will be available during the 
picnic, which will be held 
behind the outdoor pool 
adjacent to Security Patrol 
offices at the Desert Vista 
picnic area.

5 YEARS AGO
• With landscaping em-

ployees hard to find, Sun 
City is raising the starting 
wage of $13 an hour for the 
workers. The Board of Di-
rectors agreed to raise the 
rate after hearing that the 
landscaping department is 
down 11 workers. The new 
rate will be $14-16 an hour 
depending on qualifications 
and experience.

• A proposal to allow chil-
dren and grandchildren 
of property owners to use 
pools and other facilities 
was approved after a series 
of contested votes. The dis-
putes led board member 
Leo Crawford to say they are 
proof that not everything is 
decided in advance of board 
meetings.

3 YEARS AGO
Planning is beginning for 

a new basketball court in 
Sun City. The current court 
is actually part of a tennis 
court and only used during 
specific hours when tennis 
is not being played. 

• Employees will not 
have to attend the annual 
Employee Recognition 
luncheon to get their bo-
nus checks of $100. The 
decision came after several 
employees said they were 
not comfortable attending 
large gatherings. Sun City 
is spending about $33,000 
to give full-time employees 
$100 and part-time workers 
$50.

• Executive Director Mitzi 
Mills was recognized for 
having completed five years 
in her position.

1 YEAR AGO
• The Board of Directors 

voted not to go ahead with 
replacement of the infield 
turf at the Pinnacle softball 
field after the softball club 
said it wasn’t needed. The 
$162,500 budgeted for the 
new turf will now be used 
in 2031. The reserve budget 
called for a new field this 
year to replace the 8-year-
old field, but was told by the 
softball club president that it 
was not necessary.

• The latest overseed-
ing at Sun City’s three golf 
courses was labeled a suc-
cess, and board members 
said the three-week closure 
of the courses was worth-
while.

look back
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FREE
Estimates!

Scan or call to schedule
Expires 9/17/2025
Tape coupon next to your garage door buttonLIC #0087802

OPEN WEEKENDS  |  OFFICE HOURS: 7 A.M. - 9 P.M.

FAMILY OWNED
& OPERATED or $300 OFF 

New Door Only

702-930-5515

A congregation of people from a diversity of 
backgrounds and professions, coming together 
to exercise ministry as a church family. Our church
is a living, growing organization with its members
constantly changing. 

If you are looking for a place where you can make
friendships with others who want their lives to
count, while investing yourself in eternal things,
and if you are looking for a place where you are
significant, where you are loved, where you can
grow, where your talents and abilities can be put
to work for Jesus, then Welcome to Sun City 
Community Church. 

It is our desire and purpose to reach the hearts 
of people in our community, bringing fresh hope,
encouragement, and joy through Biblical preaching
and teaching for continued spiritual growth.

Pastor Dan Newburn

Sunday
Bible Study 9:45 a.m. 

Worship 11 a.m. 

Tuesday
Prayer Meeting 1 p.m. 
Bible Study 1:30 p.m. 

Friday
Ladies Bible Study 10 a.m.

8560 Del Webb Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89134  |  702-255-7729

Sun City Community Church

We want the REST of your life to be the BEST of your life!

PEST CONTROL DESIGNED 
FOR YOUR SKYE CANYON 
HOME OR BUSINESS

Call or Text for Pricing

702-827-4752
Termite Inspections . Pigeons . Scorpions . Cockroaches . Ants . Crickets . Bed Bugs . Silverfish . Rats & Mice

$50 OFF
First Service

Mention: Skye Canyon
Ends 7/31/25

Pick your Plan:
        Bi-Monthly   (Every 2 months)

        Quarterly      (Every 3 months)

Both include full exterior treatment, 
property perimeter and Interior
treatment if requested.

Year Round Pest Protection to Keep Your Home Bug Free



Early Bird Promo!CLOUD WIDE GROUP
PRESENTS

Cloud Wide
Tech Care
for 55+
Seniors For the first 80 attendees to sign up for The Cloud Keeper 

by quoting, CLOUD KEEPER

Meet Our Team

Arthur
Mino
Chief 
Executive 
Officer 
CEO

Info@cloudwidegroup.com

Simone
Mino
Chief 
Operating 
Officer 
COO

help@cloudwidegroup.com

July
Kaizen
Technical
Support

Connor
Krantz
Technical
Support

july@cloudwidegroup.com connor@cloudwidegroup.com

10% OFF



702-500-1353  | cloudwidegroup.com
email: info@cloudwidegroup.com
1980 Festival Plaza Dr, Downtown Summerlin, NV, 89135

We understand the unique needs of our seniors 
and we're here to provide personalized tech care
that promotes independence, confidence and 
connections with friends and family, giving you more
time to do the things you enjoy. You deserve it!

Our Plans

They Call You Grandma?
The Internet Calls You A Star!

START YOUR GRANDFLUENCER ERA!

#1 SENIOR TECH CARE IN VEGAS!

Apprentice
Keeper

Entry point for those 
that need phone support, 
on-demand remote assis-

tance or technology advice.

Cloud 
Keeper

On-Demand guided 
assistance with all aspects of
online functionality. Cloud
Keeper Community Access

Guardian 
Keeper

Preconfigured supplied
home computer with 

corporate level managed IT.
Complete security and 

peace of mind.

Legacy 
Keeper

Bespoke customized 
packages by consultation 

and dedicated 
concierge service.

BUDGET POPULAR CONCIERGE



ADVERTISE TODAY!

� Home Security
� Smart Home Automation
� Security Cameras
� Business Security
� Senior Safety

Joey Petersen | 702-460-7949 | wpetersen@adt.com
Call Joey P from ADT!

Paradise BuildersParadise Builders

702-242-0271
paradisebuilderslasvegas.com

License #57236 C-14, #63022 C-5. Bonded & insured.

Patio Covers, Freestanding Pergolas
Concrete Slabs, Decorative Concrete

Pavers, Metalwork, Landscaping

MAKING 
MEDICARE EASY!

Sue Carr
Licensed Insurance Agent
702-241-3172
Onescnotary@outlook.com

Dona’s Dog Sitting
Dona Lackey, Owner

Sun City Resident
LICENSED & INSURED

702-768-1254
isiturpet@outlook.com

HELPING YOU PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST

Armando Martinez
702-837-4953

Just minutes from Sun City Summerlin

2410 FIRE MESA DRIVE, SUITE 130, LAS VEGAS, NV 89128

Find me 
on Google

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
SPECIALIZING IN AGING
Terre Hamrick, LCSW  Psychotherapist

Particularly sensitive to the issues surrounding aging including loss,
loneliness, depression, changing life patterns and relationships.

Confidential Telehealth and is a provider for Original Medicare including all 
supplements. Sorry we do not accept Medicare Advantage HMO plans.

702-333-2298  |  mhowie@atomicpsych.com  |  atomicpsych.com

PRISBREY ELECTRIC
and

LEES HEATING 
& COOLING

702-378-6872
52 Years of Professional Experience Serving Las Vegas

ELECTRIC #85686
HEATING & COOLING #41761

702-827-4752
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Pigeons
Scorpions 
Cockroaches
Ants
Crickets
Bed Bugs
Silverfish
Rats & Mice

Services:
Psychiatric Evaluation
Medication Management
Psychotherapy
Telemedicine

Dr. Michelle A. Fontenelle-Gilmer

702-765-4925
FindingHopeLV.com
Private Pay Only

Dedicated to Supporting the Mental Wellness of Individuals and Families

 
    

DIRECTORY ADS
Sun City Summerlin’s Business ConnectionLIFES

C
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Michelle Brooks
Sun City Resident
VegasPetSit.com
VegasHouseSit.com
Michelle@VegasPetSit.com
702-805-0082

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT / SALES
55+ Community Property Manager

Anthony “Tony" Romano Jr.
702-672-3413
propertymanagementbyromano.realestate

Real Estate License #S.0180947, PM Permit #PM.0166914

Blanca Crawford
HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS COACH

760-403-8296
Blanca.Crawford@yahoo.com

GET NOTICED.
Advertise in SCS Life Service Directory for only $75

Contact: Eric Dahlberg
edahlbergmcin@gmail.com, 775-316-2265



FB  suiteonesummerlin
IG @suiteonelv

A full service salon
COLOR, CUTS, PERMS, FACIALS, WAXING

We love walk ins!

702-933-0576
9931 W Charleston Blvd, Las Vegas

25% 
OFF 

hair products

with this ad.
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Rehab & Wellness Center
• Chiropractic
• Structural Rehab
• Laser Pain Management
• Auto, Sports, Work Injuries
• Pro-Sport Physician
• NAET Allergy Elimination

1405 S. Arville, Ste. 102  |  Las Vegas, NV  |  dockelly.com

Dr. Rae F. Kelly

702-870-9200
MAJOR INSURANCES ACCEPTED - CULINARY PROVIDER

This geriatrics training 
program escaped 
the ax. For now.
By Paula Span
KFF Health News

In St. Louis, a team of students 
aboard a well-equipped van visits 
senior centers, a nursing home, a 
church, and other sites, learning to 
conduct comprehensive, hourlong 
geriatric assessments.

The team — future doctors, social 
workers, psychologists, and thera-
pists — looks for such common 
problems as frailty, muscle weak-
ness, and cognitive decline. The pa-
tients they evaluate, free of charge, 
receive printed plans to help guide 
their care.

Across Oregon, community health 
workers have enrolled in an eight-
hour online training program — 
with sections on Medicare and Med-
icaid, hospice and palliative care, 
and communication with patients 
and families — to help them work 
with older adults.

“We need these front-line public 
health workers to know how to pro-
vide age-friendly care,” said Laura 
Byerly, the geriatrician at the Oregon 
Health & Science University who 
leads its efforts.

And in Louisville, the same feder-
ally funded program provides geriat-
rics training across Kentucky. Some-
times, though, it takes a less formal 
approach.

Sam Cotton, the social worker 
who directs its dementia program, 
recently heard from a local Method-
ist church whose parishioners were 
caring for relatives with dementia. 
Could someone talk to the congre-
gation about this demanding role? 
Cotton, an assistant professor at the 
University of Louisville, said sure, 
she would be there.

These programs, and 39 more like 
them across the country, aim to ad-

dress an alarming fact: The number 
of geriatricians and other health care 
providers knowledgeable about ag-
ing has failed to keep up with the 
burgeoning population age 65 and 
older.

Since 2015, therefore, Congress has 
authorized funding for the Geriatrics 
Workforce Enhancement Program, 
or GWEP, which trains about 70,000 
people a year.

Recently, these grants to universi-
ties and hospitals, up to $1 million 
each this year, appeared imperiled. 
In July, without warning or expla-
nation, the annual disbursements 
to the recipients, some of which had 
participated since the program be-
gan in 2015, were substantially re-
duced.

Instead of an expected $41.8 mil-
lion, the grantees collectively re-
ceived $27.5 million, a 34% shortfall, 
according to the Eldercare Work-
force Alliance. And more cuts ap-
peared to be coming.

The Trump administration’s pro-
posed budget for fiscal 2026 elimi-
nated GWEP, along with many other 
programs funded through the Health 
Resources and Services Administra-
tion, an agency of the Department of 
Health and Human Services.

Although the program had always 
drawn bipartisan support, and had 
been repeatedly authorized for five 
years, the president’s budget zeroed 
it out, citing “an effort to streamline 
the bureaucracy, reset the proper 
balance between federal and state 
responsibilities, and save taxpayer 
funds.”

As 10 weeks passed without clari-
fication — was the missing money 
merely delayed or gone for good? — 
program directors frantically called 

> See PROGRAM, Page 22
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toni king
health

your health

Is America ready for 
the changes to 2026 
Medicare Part D plans?

Toni: 
Currently, I am on a stand-alone 

Part D plan with a Medicare Supple-
ment because of my serious health 
issues. Last week, I received infor-
mation about the changes to the 
2026 Medicare Part D plan I am cur-
rently enrolled in, and the premium 
is increasing by $50 per month, from 
$44.80 to $94.80 beginning January 
1. The Part D plan also informed me 
that two of my expensive prescrip-
tions for my heart and rheumatoid 
arthritis issue will no longer be cov-
ered on this specific plan beginning 
January 2026.

Toni, please explain in easy-to-
understand terms what I need to do 
to change to a Part D plan that will 
cover all of my prescriptions before 
Medicare’s Open Enrollment Period 
ends on December 7. I have read 
your articles for years, and now I 
need your Medicare guidance.

—Tammy from Cypress, Texas

Tammy:
The 2026 Part D plans became 

available to the public at www.medi-
care.gov on Wednesday, October 
1, and there are serious changes, 
with Part D premiums increas-
ing. Medicare.gov is where you can 
find which Medicare Part D plan is 
affordable and covers your current 
prescription drugs.

The good news is that Medicare 
negotiated directly with manufac-
turers for the price of certain expen-
sive brand-name Part D drugs, and 
the price change will be effective 
January 1 for Eliquis, Xarelto, Janu-
via, Jardiance, Farxiga, Entresto, 
Enbrel, Imbruvica, Stelara, and 
NovoLog/Fiasp (insulin aspart).

For 2026, Medicare Part D will 
have three main stages: deductible, 

initial coverage 
and catastrophic 
coverage. Costs 
and maximum 
out-of-pocket are 
as follows:

—Initial deduct-
ible is $615.

—Six drug tiers 
of initial cover-

age: Drug Tier 1: Preferred Generic 
Drugs; Drug Tier 2: Generic Drugs; 
Drug Tier 3: Preferred Brand Drugs; 
Drug Tier 4: Non-Preferred Drugs; 
Drug Tier 5: Specialty Drugs and, 
beginning January 1, 2026, Drug 
Tier 6: Select Care Drugs begins for 
the first time.

—Initial coverage stage: During 
the initial coverage period with the 
six drug tiers, the Part D plan pays 
its share of the cost of your drugs, 
and you pay your share of the cost 
until the maximum amount of 
$2,100 out-of-pocket is met. Then 
you move to the catastrophic cover-
age stage.

—Catastrophic coverage: There is 
a $0 out of pocket when a Medicare 
beneficiary enters the catastrophic 
coverage stage. Medicare will pick 
up all costs of the prescriptions, 
whether brand name or generic, 
with a stand-alone Medicare Part D 
plan or a Medicare Advantage with 
a Part D plan included, and you will 
pay $0.

—On January 1 of each year, the 
process starts all over again with a 
new Medicare Prescription Drug 
plan and new initial deductible and 
maximum initial coverage limit that 
leads you to the catastrophic cover-
age stage.

The Medicare Prescription Pay-

> See TONI, Page 17
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Sun City Summerlin’s Independent Monthly

Contact Eric Dahlberg at eric@scslife.net 

or 775-316-2265

Join our team
Do you enjoy talking to people? 
Like to sell a great product? Looking to 
add to your income? We may have 
a spot for you. SCS LIFE is looking for 
an ad sales person for our monthly 
publication. This is a part-time, 
commission only position selling ads 
for the only independent publication delivered to all 7,800 homes 
in Sun City Summerlin every month. Work at your own pace with
great people in a low stress environment.

edahlbergmcin@gmail.com

Are you avoiding 
the pool, the beach and

even the mirror?
With hypnosis you can 

lose weight without dieting, 
deprivation or cravings. 

Easily. And for good.

Call or Text Dianna Whitley, Hypnotherapist 
For Your Free Consultation 714-331-6600

HYPNOSIS ALSO WORKS FOR ANXIETY, ADDICTIONS AND PAIN 
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john wood
humor

Need a new hobby? 
Don’t choose these!

Who doesn’t like a 
hobby? Engaging in 
hobbies is a way to 
relax, develop new 

skills, connect with others who share 
the same interests, and bore the heck 
out of your friends. My best friend 
collects sea shells, which to me are as 
fascinating as a box of drill bits. Each 
time he gets a new one, though, he 
demands we all come over and see it. 
I go, but most of them look like what 
octopuses emit from their posteriors.

My main hobby is board games, 
for which I thank my father. Each 
month he would bring home the 
latest Parker Brothers or Milton 
Bradley game. We enjoyed Clue, the 
Game of Life, Careers, and all the 
other family-friendly games. But the 
day he brought in Risk and Monop-
oly, “friendly” went out the window. 
Mom, who was normally meek and 
soft-spoken, suddenly mutated into 
the Wicked Witch of the West who 
gleefully annihilated (Risk) or bank-
rupted (Monopoly) EACH ONE OF 
HER THREE ANGELIC CHIL-
DREN SHE GAVE BIRTH TO! I 
once tape-recorded a full game of us 
going at it. (“Wait…what? You just 
gave Boardwalk to Dad for a “Get 
Out of Jail” card? ARE YOU OUT 
OF YOUR [expletive] MIND?”) If I’d 
filmed it, I’m convinced we would 
have won the Oscar for Best Live 
Action Short Film.

My other hobbies are:
Cruising the Fremont Street Ex-

perience. I like to people-watch, and 
this is where they all congregate. I 
dig the street performers, boogie at 
the three concert stages, and count 
the number of people with tattoos. 
There are a lot, so I use a calculator.

Playing Tennis. I love the game 
because it’s healthy, lots of fun, and 
you hear things like “Do you prefer 
grass or hardcourt?” “I don’t know. 
I’ve never smoked hardcourt.” And 

good advice 
like “No mat-
ter how good 
you get, you’ll 
never be as 
good as a wall,” 
“Never marry 
a tennis player 
because love 
means noth-
ing to them,” 
and “Don’t be a 

deuce bag” after you hit a winner.
Getting In Trouble Abroad. No 

one wants this to happen. Except 
me. I’m a travel writer, so getting 
in deep water often makes a good 
story. Years ago, I won a free trip 
to the Big Island of Hawaii. I was 
there just to relax with no intention 
of writing a travel piece—until a golf 
partner made an offhand remark 
that changed my mind. The main 
hazards on the course are rocklike 
lava formations that can swallow 
your ball. The lava is the domain 
of Madame Pele, the island’s fiery 
goddess of volcanoes and fire. “If 
she likes you, she’ll kick your ball 
back onto the fairway,” he said. “If 
she doesn’t, she’ll keep it.” What 
bunk. But just to be safe, I bought an 
extra box of golf balls. On the first 
tee, I joked that I hoped the god-
dess’s relative, the Brazilian soccer 
star Pele, was doing well in retire-
ment. Hey, she had a sense of humor 
or she didn’t. By the time I finally 
staggered off the first green, I had 
sextuple bogeyed and had only one 
golf ball left. Madame Pele did not 
have a sense of humor. But a sports-
and-fitness website did and bought 
it. Lesson to Madame: Never tee off 
a writer.

SCS resident John Wood won the silver 
medal in the 2014 Global E-book Awards for 
his Vietnam memoir Saigon Tease: So, What 
Did You Do in Nam, Dad?

A premiere full-service beauty
salon that specializes in hair care
services, hair extensions and 
eyebrow threading. 

702-333-1696
luxebeautysalon.biz
info@www.luxebeautysalon.biz
2225 N Rampart Blvd, 
Las Vegas

ment Plan is a payment option 
which began January 1, 2025, to help 
manage your out-of-pocket drug 
costs by spreading your monthly 
prescription drug costs throughout 
the year from January to December. 
For more information about the pay-
ment plan, visit www.medicare.gov 
or call your Medicare Part D plan.

Toni Says tips to help you find a 
Part D plan:

1. Visit www.medicare.gov to view 
2026 Medicare stand-alone Part D 
and Medicare Advantage with Part 
D plans attached. The website has 
a tool for helping you narrow your 
search for a new Medicare Prescrip-
tion Drug plan.

2. Talk to your primary care 
and specialty doctors about which 

brand-name drugs can be changed 
to generics.

3. Get samples from your doctor to 
help control costs.

4. Search various prescription drug 
programs such as GoodRx, Single 
Care or Amazon for less expensive 
prescription drug costs. Wal-Mart, 
Kroger, HEB and Costco also have 
discount prescription drug plans.

Readers, your prescription drug 
needs can change with each yearly 
Medicare Open Enrollment Period. 
Review your options carefully, be-
cause with Medicare, what you don’t 
know WILL hurt you!

Toni King is an author and columnist on 
Medicare, Social Security and long-term 
care issues. She has spent nearly 30 years 
as a top sales leader in the field. If you have 
a Medicare question, email info@tonisays.
com or call 832-519-8664. Sign up for the 
Toni Says newsletter at www.tonisays.com 
to keep up to date on Medicare changes.

Toni
continued from Page 16

Licensed • Insured • Bonded
NV LIC #0083143

702-713-8498
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THEME: AUTUMN 
VIBES
ACROSS

1. *Maze plant
5. Wharton degree, acr.
8. Special effects in “Avatar,” acr.
11. Dwarf buffalo
12. “On Golden Pond” bird
13. Isolated
15. Atomizer output
16. Enthusiasm
17. Pueblo people, pl.
18. *Pre-game party (2 words)
20. Doomsayer’s sign
21. Perfume bottles
22. Tombstone acronym
23. Construction binder
26. “____: The Movie,” 2002 

slapstick comedy
30. Genetic info carrier, acr.
31. Dorsa, sing.
34. “He’s Just Not That ____ 

You”
35. *Like some sweaters
37. Earth Day mo.
38. Opposite of cation
39. “Que Sera ____”
40. Approved
42. Denotes middle
43. Assess pro rata
45. Lorraine’s neighbor
47. Doctor Dolittle, e.g.
48. Temporary stay
50. Chicago’s Navy ____, tourist 

destination
52. *Popular fall spectator sport
55. Hutu’s opponents, 1994
56. Quinceanera or bat mitzvah
57. Biblical captain
59. Rocky ridge
60. Having wings
61. Russian parliament
62. Diamond or ruby
63. An affirmative
64. Dog command

DOWN
1. Cameron, to friends
2. The Fonz: “Sit ____ ____!”
3. Civil rights icon Parks
4. Richard Wright’s “____ Son”
5. Relating to mole
6. Whatever rocks them!
7. “Green Gables” protagonist
8. Walking helper

9. Smiley face
10. “____ Now or Never”
12. Smooth, in music
13. Before appearance of life, 

geology
14. *Patch purchase
19. ____ Hop dance
22. Ewe’s mate
23. *Like air in fall
24. Keyboard key
25. Introduction to economics
26. Twelve angry men, e.g.
27. Carl Jung’s inner self
28. Indifferent to emotions
29. Type of probe
32. *Leaf collector

33. R&R stop
36. *Bushels of apples, e.g.
38. Impromptu
40. Over the top, in text
41. Time for an egg hunt
44. Falcon’s home
46. Uses two feet
48. Bridal veil fabric
49. Smidgins
50. Unadulterated
51. Individual unit
52. Brawl
53. Clod
54. Tibetan priest
55. Chasing game
58. *Cushion on a fall ride...”

PUZZLES
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savvy senior

JIM MILLER

What seniors need to know about this fall’s vaccines
Dear Savvy Senior,
With a longtime vaccine critic lead-

ing the nation’s health departments, 
can you give me updated information 
on which vaccines are recommended 
for Medicare seniors this fall? 

Medicare Mary	

Dear Mary,
Even though the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) is undergoing major cultural 
changes and upheaval, the overall 
fall vaccine recommendations for 
“older adults” resembles last year, 
with exception of the Covid shot. 
Here’s what you should know. 

Flu Shots for Seniors
Just as they normally do, the CDC 

recommends a seasonal flu shot to 
everyone 6 months of age and older, 
but it’s especially important for old-
er adults who have weaker immune 
defenses and have a greater risk of 
developing dangerous flu compli-
cations compared with younger, 
healthy adults. 

For people age 65 and older, there 
are three different FDA approved 
flu vaccines (you only need one) that 
are recommended over traditional 
flu shots. These include: the Fluzone 
High-Dose Quadrivalent, Flublok 
Quadrivalent (recombinant, egg free 
vaccine), and Fluad Quadrivalent. 

These 
vaccines are 
formulated 
to create a 
more robust 
immune re-
sponse, help-
ing the body 
produce more 
antibodies, 
which makes 
them more 

effective in preventing the flu. 
All flu vaccines are covered 100 

percent by Medicare Part B as long 
as your doctor, health clinic or phar-
macy agrees not to charge you more 
than Medicare pays. 

RSV Shots 
In addition to the flu shot, the 

CDC also recommends a single-dose 
of RSV (respiratory syncytial virus) 
vaccine for all adults age 75 and 
older, as well as to high-risk adults 
between ages 50 and 74. These are 
people who have chronic heart or 
lung disease, weakened immune 
systems, diabetes with complica-
tions, severe obesity, or who live in 
long-term care facilities.

RSV is responsible for 6,000 to 
10,000 deaths and up to 150,000 
hospitalizations each year. 

The three RSV vaccines approved 
and available in the U.S. – Arexvy, 

Abrysvo and mResvia – are all 
covered under Medicare (Part D) 
prescription drug plans. But note 
that if you got an RSV shot last year, 
or when it first became available in 
2023, you do not need to get a second 
dose this year. For now, only one dose 
of RSV vaccine is recommended.

Covid Booster
If you haven’t had a Covid booster 

shot lately, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration recently approved the 
2025–2026 Covid‑19 vaccine, which 
has been updated to target the domi-
nant strain.

This vaccine has been recom-
mended for all adults 65 and older 
and younger people that have a 
health condition that makes them 
vulnerable to severe Covid. But the 
new, CDC Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices just an-
nounced that they are no longer rec-
ommending Covid shots. Instead, 
they are recommending 65 and 
older adults and immunocompro-
mised younger people should decide 
individually or with a doctor.

Covid causes at least 40,000 hospi-
talizations and approximately 47,000 
deaths in the U.S. each year. Covid 
shots are covered by Medicare Part B.

Pneumonia Vaccines
If you haven’t been vaccinated for 

pneumonia, you should also consid-
er getting the pneumococcal vaccine 
this fall. These vaccines are now rec-
ommended by the CDC to adults age 
50 and older, instead of age 65, which 
was the previous recommendation.

Pneumonia causes a whopping 
1.2 million people to visit medical 
emergency departments in the U.S. 
each year and causes roughly 50,000 
deaths.

If you’ve never been vaccinated 
for pneumonia, the PCV20 (Prevnar 
20) or PCV21 (Capvaxive) are the top 
choices because they cover the most 
common serotypes. 

Medicare Part B covers pneumo-
coccal shots, and you only need to 
get it once.

Side-Effects and Safety
You should be aware that all these 

vaccines can cause mild side effects 
like pain or tenderness where you 
got the shot, muscle aches, head-
ache, fever or fatigue. 

Also note that it’s safe to receive 
these vaccines at the same time, but 
it may be best to spread them out a 
week or two because multiple vacci-
nations on the same day may cause 
increased side-effects.

Send your questions or comments to ques-
tions@savvysenior.org, or to Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070.
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Medicare Open Enrollment is Here! October 15 - December 7

MEDICARE AGING YOU?
GET YOUNG!

Call today! Appointments fill up fast!
Wayne Young 702-502-5128

Young.Wayne828@gmail.com
It’s time for your annual Medicare review to ensure everything 

is still working for you — or help you find something better.



Find us on Facebook!
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Sun City Summerlin’s 
Independent Monthly

• 10421 Linfield PL 1,215 SF  
$475,000

• 9505 Quail Ridge DR 1,384 SF 
$370,000

• 2625 Youngdale DR 1,713 SF 
$690,000

• 2820 Youngdale DR 1,804 SF 
$520,000

• 9540 Eagle Valley DR 1,636 SF 
$446,500

• 10817 Heritage Hills DR 1,842 SF 
$550,000

• 10013 Hunter Springs DR 1,520 SF 
$650,000

• 9812 Folsom DR 1,699 SF 
$540,000

• 2916 Fitzroy DR 1,220 SF  
$375,000

• 9445 Grand Mesa DR 1,021 SF 
$325,000

• 9704 Brawley DR 2,115 SF 
$540,000

• 10505 Longwood DR 2,176 SF 
$580,000

• 8821 Sandspring DR 2,904 SF 
$640,000

• 9912 Woodhouse DR 1,370 SF 
$380,000

• 2636 Highvale DR 1,179 SF 
$332,500

• 11028 Mission Lakes AVE 2,462 SF 
$875,000

• 3005 Swan Hill DR 2,819 SF 
$950,000

• 3109 Moongold CT 1,653 SF 
$420,000

• 2904 Darby Falls DR 2,231 SF 
$850,000

• 10800 Albright PL 1,388 SF 
$593,000

• 3104 Archwood WAY 1,653 SF 
$424,990

• 2520 Silverton DR 1,172 SF 
$345,000

• 8901 Villa Ridge DR 1,384 SF 
$375,000

• 8921 Signal Terrace DR 1,188 SF 
$385,000

• 8657 Prairie Hill DR 1,062 SF 
$317,500

• 2733 Billy Casper DR 2,115 
SF$1,075,000

• 3157 Faiss DR 1,179 SF      
$450,000

• 8825 Kingsmill DR 1,384 SF 
$405,000

• 9533 Yucca Blossom DR 1,196 SF 
$349,900

• 9920 Netherton DR 1,533 SF 
$475,000

• 10404 Long Leaf PL 2,176 SF 
$789,000

• 2317 Sierra Heights DR 2,278 SF 
$975,000

• 10405 Junction Hill DR 1,767  SF 
$480,000

• 9105 Villa Ridge DR 2,577 SF 
$1,150,000

• 9916 Netherton DR 2,210 SF 
$685,000

• 10901 Fort Valley AVE 1,843 SF 
$550,000

• 2404 Spring Water DR 1,799 SF 
$369,999

• 8901 Litchfield AVE 1,363 SF 
$370,000

• 8812 Marble DR 1,384 SF  
$465,000

• 9208 Cascade Hills DR 1,427 SF 
$430,000

• 10305 Eagle Vale AVE 1,360 SF 
$412,000

• 3025 Bonnie Rock DR 1,533 SF 
$400,000

• 11009 Summers End AVE 1,840 SF 
$630,000

• 3117 Brightridge DR 1,653 SF 
$500,000

• 9520 Quail Ridge DR 2,115 SF 
$580,000

• 9425 Villa Ridge DR 2,210 SF 
$1,000,000

• 2808 Golfside DR 2,486 SF 
$790,000

• 2632 Tumble Brook DR 1,384 SF 
$495,000

• 10504 Button Willow DR 1,520 SF 
$655,000

• 8813 Sundial DR 1,384 SF 
$550,000

• 2441 Banora Point DR 1,302 SF 
$295,000

• 10720 Sky Meadows AVE 1,319 SF 
$335,000

• 9409 January DR 1,636 SF 
$330,000

Market statistics provided by Michael 
DelGais, Home Realty Center

SEPTEMBER HOME SALES 
IN SUN CITY SUMMERLIN

scs real estate

SCS LIFE

September sales skyrocket
SCS LIFE

Home inventory remained plenti-
ful in Sun City through October, with 
199 houses for sale at the beginning 
of the month ranging from $335,000 
to $1,590,000.

A number of homes, meanwhile, 
sold after getting price reductions in 
September. A total of 53 home sales 
closed in the month, up from 23 a 
month earlier.

Homes sold in September ranged 

from a 1,302 square foot Silver City 
model townhouse at 2441 Banora 
Point Dr for $295,000 to $1,150,000 
for a 2,577 square foot Wendover 
model single family at 9105 Villa 
Ridge Dr.

Homes for sale as the month began 
ranged from a Bristol model town-
house at 9424 Gold Mountain Dr 
with 1,062 square feet for $308,000 
to $1,675,000 for a 2,577 square foot 
Wendover model single family at 
2508 Faiss Dr.
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Natalie N. DeNardo 
Sr. Loan Officer, NMLS #314110

702-234-8860

I look forward to finding 
the perfect loan for you!

Purchase, refinance and more.

WEB: nataliedenardo.allwestern.com  | EMAIL: ndenardo@allwestern.com

NMLS #14210



Welcome to this ONE OF ONE custom home located on the 
5th fairway of the Palm Valley Golf Course. This home has been
completely remodeled to a custom floor plan, offering 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms with an expansion now totaling 
in 2,522 square feet! This floor plan has never been seen before,
offering both golf course and mountain views, endless storage
space with built-in cabinetry, a striking 10 foot quartz island with
pearlescent backsplash, stainless steel appliances and granite countertops throughout the home. Featuring a 2 car garage with additional golf cart parking, this home
has unlimited room to fit all of your desires. Additionally, this property offers a backyard which showcases a turf infinity finish overlooking the golf course, a gas
hookup ready for your bbq, and a large covered patio - perfect for entertaining or relaxing from the comfort of your home!

SCS LIFE FEATURED LISTING

Property Listed by: 

Matthew Johnson
S.0204331

OF GALINDO GROUP REAL ESTATE

Call to set up a viewing

702-704-0006

2916 HAWKSDALE DRIVE  |  2,522 SQ FT  |  $1,299,000
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT / SALES

Anthony “Tony" Romano Jr.
702-672-3413
tromano63@gmail.com

Real Estate License #S.0180947, PM Permit #PM.0166914
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SEPTEMBER CRIME REPORT
A look at September crime in Sun City 
Summerlin, as reported by the Las Vegas 
Metropolitan Police Department. 

SOURCE: LVMPD Open Data Portal

DESTRUCTION / DAMAGE PROPERTY
9-17           4:57 a.m.     3100 Block Good Hope Court

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT
9-4             11:29 p.m.  8800 Block Smokey Drive

DRUGS / NARCOTICS
9-4             8:04 a.m.     Lake Mead Blvd. and Sun City Blvd.

LARCENY / THEFT
9-5             5:14 a.m.     1900 Block Green Wave Court

community briefs
BOARD ELECTION

Four of the nine seats on Sun City’s Board of Directors will be up for grabs 
in the upcoming election.

Potential candidates must sign up to run by Nov. 26 for one of the four at 
large seats, which will be filled by the top vote getters when ballots are tallied 
next February.

Three incumbent seats currently held by Jeff Rorick, Judy Williams and El-
len Bachman will be contested for three-year terms, while a fourth seat held 
by Lee Fair will be a two-year term. Fair is an interim board member, appoint-
ed after Joe O’Connell resigned his spot just months after being elected.

Elections Chair Leo Crawford encouraged any Sun City resident who wants 
to serve to run. Candidates must fill out a disclosure form stating they have no 
conflicts of interest to serve.

MARIJUANA SMOKING
Sun City Summerlin isn’t going to get into the marijuana enforcement busi-

ness.
A complaint about someone smoking marijuana in the back yard of a 

golf course home led to some discussion at the Legal Review Committee on 
whether SCSCAI should try to implement and enforce marijuana rules.

In the end it was decided that there is little the SCSCAI can or should  do 
other than follow city and state law and allow outside authorities to enforce it 
as much, or as little, as they can.

Marijuana is legal in Las Vegas but smoking it in public places is not.

their congressional representatives 
while contemplating painful layoffs 
and an uncertain future.

“This money was appropriated, 
signed, and sealed, so where is it?” 
Cotton said last month. Besides her 
role in the Louisville program, she 
serves as board president of the Na-
tional Association of Geriatric Edu-
cation Centers.

Grantees’ questions to HRSA, the 
funding agency, brought few an-
swers. Then, on Sept. 10, the pro-
grams discovered that, as mysteri-
ously as they had vanished, the rest 
of the allocated funds had suddenly 
materialized.

And GWEP has been restored to 
both the House and Senate bills fund-
ing the federal health department, 
though the bills could still change or 
be voted down — or a continuing res-
olution could freeze current funding.

The rescue may reflect, in part, the 
efforts of a powerful GWEP support-
er, Republican Sen. Susan Collins 
of Maine, who faces reelection next 
year.

In a Senate floor speech on Sept. 3, 
Collins called the program a “modest 
investment that will help ensure that 
our older Americans have the expert 
care that they need, that their caregiv-
ers are provided with training, that 
other support employees and health 
care providers receive the skills that 
they need.”

Still, “it has been a roller coaster, to 
say the least,” said Marla Berg-Weger, 
GWEP co-director at Saint Louis 
University, which trains about 9,800 
people annually.

The payments withheld for 10 
weeks equaled the amount that each 
grant had earmarked for Alzheimer’s 
and dementia training, program di-
rectors found. The programs were 
required to designate $230,000 of a $1 
million grant to dementia training for 
both professionals and community 
members, but some had chosen to 
spend more and therefore had larger 

shortfalls.
The GWEP at Louisiana State Uni-

versity, for instance, initially received 
just $152,000 of its expected $976,659 
and halted (temporarily, the director 
hopes) all its geriatric rotations and 
internships in Louisiana and Missis-
sippi.

What has been going on? HRSA, 
the federal agency funding the pro-
grams, said in an email that “all grant 
programs have been thoroughly re-
viewed to ensure alignment with 
administration priorities,” causing 
“brief delays in executing certain 
payments.”

“It’s surprising to me that anyone 
would question the value of having a 
workforce knowledgeable about care 
for older adults,” said Carole John-
son, the agency’s administrator dur-
ing the Biden administration.

“Everybody in the field hoped this 
program would grow, not wither,” 
she added.

Appropriations have increased 
only slightly in recent years. Yet “the 
recipients are very resourceful,” 
Johnson added. “It’s a ‘big bang for 
the buck’ program and a smart use of 
federal resources.”

The number of practicing geriatri-
cians — 6,580 this year, according to 
HRSA estimates — is likely to de-
crease slightly in the coming years, 
even as the need for such expertise 
climbs. It’s hard to attract medical 
students and doctors to a relatively 
low-paying specialty whose patients 
are mostly insured by Medicare, 
though surveys have shown high job 
satisfaction among geriatricians.

Most older patients receive care not 
from geriatricians but from primary 
care doctors, other medical special-
ists, physician assistants, nurse prac-
titioners, social workers, pharma-
cists, and direct care workers.

Accordingly, GWEPs emphasize 
extending knowledge about care for 
elders — whose risks, symptoms, 
goals, and treatments often differ 
from those of younger patients — to 
a wide array of providers, especially 
in rural and underserved areas. They 
also educate patients themselves and 
family caregivers.

Program
continued from Page 15



REMODEL YOUR SUN CITY HOME WITH US
We are expert remodelers, from kitchens to baths to anything you can imagine for your Sun City Summerlin

home. We love to work in Sun City and we will treat your home as if it was our own.

Call Today!

702-478-8070
terramiaconstruction.com

4000 W Ali Baba Ln Suite A & B, Las Vegas, NV 89118

WE BUILD EVERYTHING!
Bathrooms  |  Flooring  |  Kitchens  | Casitas  |  Room Additions  |  Cabinets  |  Countertops

Complete Remodeling from A to Z

GC LIC#: 0088403   BID LILMIT: $200,000



Peter A. Caravella, MD, FACS Damon T. Schroer, MD Jiashou Jimmy Xu , MD, FACS

LAS VEGAS 

SURGERY

ASSOCIATES 

Providing Advanced
Surgical Care.

Please call to schedule your appointment

702-258-7788
lvsurgical.com

Let our experts handle all 
of your surgical needs.
    4 Robotic General Surgery 

    4 Weight Loss Sugery

    4 Medical Weight Loss

    4 Colorectal Surgery 

    4 Vascular Surgery 

    4 Varicose Veins

    4 Acid Reflux Surgery

We are a multi-specialty surgical group that is unique to the Las Vegas area in being able to offer services across a broad range of surgical specialties.

SOUTHWEST OFFICE: 8930 West Sunset Road, Suite 300 Las Vegas, NV

NORTHWEST OFFICE: 6850 North Durango Drive, Suite 218, Las Vegas, NV

NORTHEAST OFFICE: 1250 South Eastern Avenue, Las Vegas, NV

HENDERSON OFFICE: 901 North Green Valley Parkway, Suite 160, Henderson, NV

PAHRUMP OFFICE: 330 South Lola Lane, Building B, Pahrump, NV


